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moſte noble quene Mary dowager 
of France / daughter and ſyſter vn⸗ 
to the moſte victoꝛious kynges of 
Englande and of France / your 
humble oꝛatour Thomas 
Paynel pꝛayetꝑ good 
helth and pꝛo- 
ſperi⸗ 
te. 


N tyme paſte pꝛinceſſe 
A moſt excellent / relygyon 

N was nat onely a thynge 
1&3) KT: highlye eſtemed,but al- 
bo hadde in right great 


honour and reuerence, and nat diſ 
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a dayes: but they that ſo do, eyther 
be ſuche as can nat be content to lyue 
ſtraytely and hardely them ſelfe / foꝛ 
ſo they repute a religious ⁊ a good 
lyfe, oꝛ els they be ſuche as be ſlyden 
Go A: and 


— — 2 - - p N 3 C 
* oy 4 25 \ . A * 8 a % 
7 - - N 4 A 4. p 
3 . 4 7 "0 
dnt „ 
<7 


I ory 
* 
* 
- 
P 

1 : 

8 


piſed and littell ſette by / as it isnow 
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uerovely gyuen to a e 

ſo NW wyde fromthe 
trochelene /thit can 10 malyciouſly 
blame 02 barke 7 relygyon ; 
but thathe ſhall fynde an hundred 
agayne'/ that were nat onely vertu-" 
ous and perfecte good men but alſo 
moſte cxecllently lerned, the whiche 
do highly magniſie and pꝛeyſe rcli- 
gion, ye gud with longe eloquent c- 
rations and Aal they exhozte and 
ſtere the doulce delycate ſelo wes of 
the woꝛlde, that be ignoꝛante, what 
a ſwete, what g quiete / and what a 
holy 5 is ledde in religion /to come 


e 
thert vnto . Than who is he that 
were beleue one oꝛ two friticke foo 


— 70008 


3 NMVN DOI. 
lygyon (if they be worthy to haue 
any name at all). Foz true religion 
is the very way to ſalugtio, ⁊ except 
religion, what pꝛopꝛete ſhal ye finde 
in mankynd / but that ye ſhal comon-. 
If find the ſame in beaſtis ? Therfoꝛe 


called beaſtes, that ſettepaught by 
religion, I vnxeuerently dilpzeyle it. 
And what though. ſome lewdeper- 
ſons/ledde by luſt ⁊ riot, ſet naught 


102 there is none thatis well diſpo⸗ 
ſed/e that hath any wiſedom oꝛ vn 
derſtandynge, that wyll beare euer 
the leſſe loue and affection therynto, 
foz any mans malignite. But yet to 
the intent that ſuche wycked and fo# 
ly ſhe feloyyes ſhulde nat abaſſhe 02 
afraye the cozages and good myn- 
des, that they beare vnto religion; 
the vohicheas yet be but rude, and 
haue no groun 


A 3 


they be very brute, ⁊ maye be well 


by religion, yet it is neuer the woꝛſe / 
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ꝝderſtanàynge / ho we good and how 
remquiſite it is foꝛ mans ſoule helthe: 
ſometyme te moſte noble and cxccl⸗· 
lent clerkes (as J ſayde befote) en 
dyte erudite oꝛations and eloquente- 
exhonations;;'ts open and declare 
the hygh;goodnes of religion: as E- 
raſmus hath done in this litell boke 
folowynge; the which boke tranſſa⸗ 
ted by me in to engiyſſhe; J was ſo 
bolde to dedicat to your grace pꝛin- 
ces moſt excellent, as to the very pa- 
troncs ⁊ fauourer of holy religion. 
Foꝛ all thoughe ye be a quenc / and 
haue alway kept a ſtate of a princes: 
moſt hygh / Myny nge in gloꝛy and 
ryches, and therto ſurnyſſed with 
all moſte onoꝛable pleaſures and 
delytes belongynge to nobilite, yet 
haue youbẽ᷑ al voay moſt vcrtuous, 
deuout / and charitable. The vohi- 


1 


ch great pietie and godly mynde en- 
forced me to dedicate this ſmal boke 
to your gracc:humbly diſiring your 
Mn IF | Cs 
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co ee ay, © . 
rudenes: And I ſhalt dayly pꝛays % 
Bod: encreate your grace vertue, 8 
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5 that 150 agre⸗ 
2 12 ucd woith the loue ⁊ fa- 
vvoounof my ſrendes/ the 


whiche (nat Werde that 
am a lyue and commaunde the con 
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trane) do yulgate and put foꝛthe a- 

bꝛode ſuche triſids as I vote vohan 
F was yong to exercile iny ſtyle, nat) 
thinkynge mat they ſhulde ann * 


abrode and common fdꝛ cuery m | 
to haue: voheran J am ſo — = 
moꝛe ynhappy that they be ſpꝛed „ 
and come fozrhe in tis moſt hapy x 
tyme and ſeaſon, where if they hac 
"220 ® 1 28 


| they. were firſt 
c ae they ſhuld nat 
—— ſo moche ſubiccte to — 
deb a were made of an 
aged manne the whiche I compiled 
whan J voss yonge, nat ſoꝛ that en- 
tent: that they ſhuld be redde in this 
5 1 Rath dyuers men of 
— — great vndcer- 
— ilom vogan J woas 
ſcantly.xx.yeres of age /at the deſyꝛe 
and inſtancc of a certayn man called 
Theodoꝛike, the whiche yet lyucth, 
J wꝛote a pyſteil/by the 1 his 
intent was to cal his nepheve Joyce 
to the fcloſhyp of hio lyſe. To this 
piſtill often tymes copied and ſpꝛed 
all about, they haue put my name / 
where as I haue no nephewe that 
is called Joyce. I wꝛote hit ſoꝛ an 
# other. mansentent and purpoſe. 
And as it ſelſe dotꝶ openly expꝛeſſe, 
. 1 it negligently foz my paſſe- 
tyme 


IEG mp, was nat 
than enſtructed in -of good 
5 And 


d to put hit in pꝛinte / excepte that 
cauſe — ed. So 
Fee — a9 ] hadde 
changed a few woꝛdes. I was con 
tent it ſhuld be pꝛinted. Thus ] ſup⸗ 
poſe it wyl come to paſſe at lengthe 
that I ſhall forgo the loue that 7 


haue to the folyltmeſſe and tryſils of 


my youth. Fare woell good reder, 
and if thou rede it rede it with 
ſoꝛgyueneſſe/ and ſo rede it 
nme for an other 
mans cntente and 
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Erxtainly my moſte dere 


ie to wute enteo the: 

but hytherto J haue kepte ſylence, 
more fo! ſhame faſtneſſe than negiy- 
gence: ſoꝛ q dꝛad letſt van I pics 
pared my ſelfe / I tat am nat moch 
elder than thou but in other thingis 
far vnder te; to cxhꝛt the that art 
a man of ſinguler pꝛudence and cru- 
ditto, ſnuld be ſene ⁊ reputed to take 
in hande /a labour that neded nat, 
as one wold caſt water in to the fee: 
nat ſoꝛ that I haue any doubt / that 
thou fwohich art ſo excedyng good ⁊ 
entil) woldeſt nat after the beſt ma- 
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her accept myneerhoztation,but lcit "WY 
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1. 
Iden 1 | 
fice of aninemodetas gn vnſbamfaſt 
perſone / to nieſume to gyue the ad- 
monition / vohere it were moꝛe con⸗ 
uenyente that) 


ſhall Job Shall I voꝛyte oꝛ no: 
Shaatfaltaies-Feebyddethe meto 
weyte : but: thamonthe other ſyde, 
the touerha 
voyllnatſuffreit,: Shall my mynde 
thi be cuermoꝛe in doute and waue⸗ 


rynge? Loue on the tone part coun- 
ſayleth me to vꝛyte, ⁊ ſamefaſtnes 
on the other ſide mouethe me to the | 
contrary . Aud there is woelnere no- 
nfulthan 

the ve 2 


thyng moꝛe greuous oꝛ p 
a doutefull mynde. But 
it that of ry AD, we; QUcreome.l! 


ſhulde be exhoꝛted 
⁊ monyſſtert of te. Therfoꝛe vat 


I beare to the Joyce 
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be woe 2477276 
dome, truly myne offence Ge ſo 
- mockethe e 1 475 


moche as it 7 5 $i 
pen e 1 wang 
than wiſe 65 
77 ri do moe 


or 9 85 e nat / bu (hy pi 
tron and pony & 7055 loue) 
I-ſhall be abſolued an wp uired. Fo: 
ourloucisnatf Mp of the com- 


mon ſoꝛte but very entier, truſty 
and ſure The cauſes of our twos 
frendſhyp be tyght great and many 
folde :-our bꝛyngynge vp togyther 
of chyldren /the maruaylous agre- 
ment of our two myndes / one ma- 
ner of ſtudy in moſte noble ſcyences / 
the innumerable pleſures that thou 
haſt done foz me, the ſingular bene- 
uolence and ſpeciall ood minde of 
the ⁊of thyn bome alway to wurde 
me. And alſo to thefeca is ioy 


by alyaunce of blode. WRat e 


— p ů — 


can be moꝛe gluynge o: cl 
this our frendeſhyp? the vhiche as 
hit were with a double cheyne, is 
bounde and knytte faſt together, on 
the one [yde with kinred, and on the 
other ſyde with fyxed chaxite oꝛ en⸗ 
tyerly louynge myvdegs Lherſore 
Joyce J wolde thou ſpuldeſt thinke 
and ſurely truſt, that neuer man lo- 
ued hym le mote hartely than J 
loue the. And ſeynge that J loue' 
the as moche as my ſclfe 02 moꝛe, 

muſte nedes care as moche foꝛ 
thy ſoule helthe as foz myn owe. 
yea. and trevoe loue conſtraynethe. 
Vs. (J wotte nat by yohat meane) 
to ſozowe moze. greuouſely oure 
frendes incommodytie and hurte. 


- 


thanne ourc owne. / and mote. to 


delyze oure frendes welfare thanne 
oure wne. And bꝛefely to ſpeake, 
trewe loue canſeth one manne to 


loue an other moꝛe tenderly thanne, 
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I may ſurely affyzme it. This thing 
hath ſo mot enbold ed and encoꝛa- 
ged me; that J layde fhamefaſtnes 
apparte ſoꝛ the tyme and voꝛote vn- 
to the this letter of exhoꝛtatiõ / by the 
-whiche my mynde is to dvith dia woe 
the from the hurly burly. buſynes 
ofthe woꝛld, and bꝛyng the to a lyfe 
monaſtyckez that id ro ſay; ſolytary 
and quyet. This is no ſmall thyng, 
noꝛ a thynge that may ſoonc be per- 
ſwaded to the common pcople: but 
bycauſe thy lyfe is of Tuche perfyt 
nes all redy / that excepte the habite 
a clothynge of a laye man (voherof 
am very glad) the woꝛld welnere 
can challenge no pꝛoperte in the: 3 
ſullye truſt that this myne cxho:ta 
tion ſhall take effcct;ſeyng that both 
the cozage of thy paſſing good mind 
and my oration leade the to te ſame 
thynge ©: Who wolde doubte:that 
ſayp to ſayle pleſantiy, that Na 
et a ore 


** il . 8 


And all be it that thy good and com 
mendable lyfe — me to hope 
well; yet ſhal J neuer be out of feare 
and dꝛede vntyll ſuch time that thou 
clene foꝛſake this ynhappy-and bꝛi - 
tell worlde : and entre in to ſome 
Monaſtery as in to an hauen mooſt 
ſure. Fot truſte me, as often as J 
reuolue and conſydre in my mynde 
the perils and dangers, amonge the 
way thou artecontierſante;(voher 
pon, I thynke vwelnere: alwayc) fo 
7 the tender loue that J: beare to 
the warde / makcth me very heuy 
and ſoꝛovoful⸗Foꝛ Jam none other 
wyſe a ffectioned oꝛ minded toward 
the, tau a good kynde mother is to 
her oncly and — dere chylde; the 
whichis on the ſee faylinge by ſome 
daungerous place/vohere as ſhippes * 
often tymes go to voꝛacke and pe- 
ryſſhe, which wohan — oꝛ Nes 
ny Maas due wynde ryſe 
rug⸗ 


* 4 . "> 
a - * 15 
de wynde and werber at wyll? if 
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ub ene n 


wolde to god ond: 2 to 
Hee Slane an be. But 
we, Jknowe Rod Joice/ what 

— the ſee ol this woꝛld/ 
in vohat danger the life ſtandeth, and 
2 uers kyndes of det there 
be: out — 7 which but late ſwim- 
mynge "Rc * a lytell boꝛde⸗ wa 


neth Fig „But perauenture 
in 


thou a ſolylibe ſurete of 
thy ſelſe, 10 callynge me tymerous 
02 fearſul, wilt byd me to be cartles: 
but yet wr; thou ſo do / thou cant nat 
dꝛyue feare oute of my 1 7 55 fo2 
thou art ſo farre wyde ö vole 
rom 3 thou yn. 
my: opetonmghts 
_—_ ONE the a the 
danger 


- 


in a great and hydeous tempeſt;and 


doeſt vnderſtand and perceiue them, 
and wylte nat beware and eſehewoe 
themwhat thynge can be moꝛe miſ⸗ 
chie ſull oz moꝛe madde than ſuche a 
confydence ? I pꝛay the tell me/who 


14 — folyſſhe than that ſhypman, 
me. 


2 whiche amonge the ſpumynge 
oz fomynge rockes the furious ſp2- 
tes, the ragynge goulfes of the ſee; 


therto his ſhyppe feble and weke / 
dothe feare no maner perill / but ly- 
enge vpryght by the helme, he ſyn⸗ 
eth; yea, ⁊ fo:byddeth: thoſe that 
gyle with him vnder his tuition; to 
be afrayde oꝛ carefull ? What man 
wyll nat abho:rethe foly and mads' 
nes of ſuche a felowe / and dꝛede to 
ſcape ſafely? Nor J good Joyce / 
ſhall neuer be rydde of care ſo longe 


a0 thou foolegardly doeſt ſaile forth: . 
in this mooſte vnquyete ſee of the 
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1" Doweooth the worlde. a 


t wylte perguenture 

ole e compariſon: 
the ſee 
agree, ſeynge that notꝑyng is moꝛe 
blandiſſhynge 02 faunynge than the 
woꝛlde, and notꝑynge is moꝛe hot- 
rible than the ſee ꝰ yea. but J know 
no feter compariſon /if thou conſy- 
dre it well. Thynkeſt thou that the 
yll melodye ⁊ ſwete honygall tunes 
of the Syzens-thevohich bꝛynge the 
paſſagers foꝛby fyꝛſte in a ſlombꝛe, 
⁊ after dꝛovone tem: doth nat well 
expꝛeſſe the ſewode blandiſſhynge / 
and le vode delites of this-voolde:z 1: 
Wolde to god thou coudeſt ſe voha: 
ſnares, what diſceites / what-nets, 
they lay pꝛiuihy to attrapt thy youth 
with . Loke therfoze that thou flye 
from the bankes oꝛ ſee coſtes, where 
theſe Syꝛens be. Foꝛ flyghte in this, 
behalfeis the ſureſt way. Nor thou 
ſguldeſt nat foolegardely truſte to 
ſayle ſure and ſafely tat way /wher 

. : by gs 


ſaye/ this is a 


* 


mon, and many other / and nobler 
than are to be —— of here / wente 


to wꝛacke . And brefely to ſpeke: no 
man ſcapedʒbut he To fledde. Ho- 
mer reheifcth,thatPlires,rhe vwhis * 
che repreſenteth the perſon of a per- 


ſecte wyſe manne / with great ſtudy: 
and diligence coude ſcarſiy ſca = the 
ſwete honygalle ſonge of the 
rens / and yct ge ſtopped his eares 
with ware, and bounde hym ſelfe to 
the ſhyppe maſte ! Than what hope 
haſte thou to eſea 
that ſo many haue conſpyꝛed togy- 
ther to diſtroy the as waton youth, 


0 bequtifunes }49thes, ly⸗ 
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—W 2 dꝛiuen 


AE e l 


Sy⸗ 
pe them? Seynge 


and nygNt- | 


e:amonge he whiche if thos bet | 
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erb av coke of bunk 
ou ſhalte it gothe vo 

ryghte well / if ſvoymmyn | 
ſmall bourdes the ſome c9 go 
lande in ſome ynknowwen place. 
What thynkeſt thon by the vnſacy⸗ 
able deuoworynge Car ee The 
which, 4855 authours rcherſe 
whanne a ſhyppe. ſwyſtly ſaylyng 
coineth within the 1 daunger therof, 
is wont to reſyſt/ and ↄſtenty mes to 
vohyꝛle it aboute / and ſwalowe in 
the ſame ſhyppe. Is this anyylke- 
ly fygure, and compaxiſon vnto coue 
/_touſnes ?: The. vhiche tourneth a 
mans mynde to ynſacigble deſyꝛe, 
and woll nat ſuſſer hym in quyrte/ 
vntyll it hath dꝛo voned him in helle. 
And by the furious Syztes thou 
maiſte vnderſtande the inſuperable 
mocion of anger, and the, moꝛe the 
ſame oſfence is, the moꝛe copyous oꝛ 
abundaunt the mattertherof is. Do 
nat ide won plane expꝛeſſe on 
we 


gayne? Howe tconueniently do they 
ſygznify the mutabilite and varyable 


euer to be f 
uen amonge 
kes / vyetker it 


th 
go hy ge as tlee. 
fallynge do cone in 


to them 


ne ſſe of foꝛtune/ wer woitha 
mynde is for the moꝛe part brought! 
that was rang 


out of pacitee? fore 
tycheandin hygN 
pat begre pacientiy ſodeyne 
te. Jouer pos 


and ſtoꝛmes /] ſpeke nat oft 


tes 'errours noꝛ of the de 
THI " | | B 3 


pꝛoſperite, canne 


ſelfe a⸗ 


broken 


calamy⸗ 


ſe here the tempeſtes 


he nigh- 
ceyuable 
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* DE CON. | * 

planettes : Not J reherſe' nat the 
manyfolde, and dyuers kyndes of 
monſters / the vohich are bꝛedde and 
nozyſhed iu the ſeeʒtheſe thou ſhalt 
by thy ne ovonc woyſedome call vnto 
thy minde /and moꝛe better interpꝛe- 
tate what they meane . Noꝛ thou. 
ſhuldeſt nat trvſt the ſce, vhan it ſe⸗ 
meth ſmothe and caulme, noꝛ wohban 
the clere glaſſy ſtoꝛmes be ſwyaged 
and layd/noꝛ w Han the ayꝛe is faire 
* clere : ſoꝛ all this is done to the 


m— 


nde that the ſodayn te remptit mygpt 
ſynde the vnpꝛouyded and ate. 
And thcrfoze ] doubt greatly/vohe⸗ 
ther there be any thynge | 2 cons 
trary,mozehorffulnet mo [00 vn⸗ 
to vertue than proſperitie 16295 
ſerypture dothe wytnes „Calamite 
and miffottune bꝛeketh; wee q one: 
be en ee ee perne*vifa 

olueth 02 mo 
Therfoze — 515 wt Th 

and truſte nary \mylyngewortdei 
lceſt 


: "WWNDI. o 
leeſt vohan thy ſhyppe is ronne to 
wracke and bꝛoken (wohich god foz- 

byd) J\ſhuld be fayne to lamente the 
with theſe verſes of the poet. 

I Ae! 177 | | 
e O gouernour and cheſe guyde 


CO Pakynur | 
Of Aeneas Ppp,wberin that paince dyd ſake 
Foz alk igy great cunning, thou condeſt nat pꝛeup 
The danger of the ſee, tHat the dyd affaple 


inthe woꝛlde. The ſeconde 
Cahapiter. 


what greate perils enuiron and 
compas the about on euery ſide? 


To whome the very tranquillytie 


| 


4 . N ® 
| 
4 


The caſtynge of igy compas dyd kptef? pꝛeuaple 5 
Truſtynge to moche eaukme wedder and fapze \kiel 


Opon the ſre fande deed naked whan thou lyes. 


3 
18 


(C afthepangerous dwellynge th 


Eeft thou nat moſt gentyll Joyce * 


oꝛ quyete it ſelie is dangerous? 
hat tro weſt thou ſo to ouer come 
and withſtande theſe peryls , that 
thou ſhalte on no * take hurte 

- 02 


js Ss + a j — in hs 
vouthe/wohiche of his ovonc brayde 
Ente without any other entycement doth 
euclyne to ſynne and yll diſpoſition: 
But thou wylte ſaye thus, J hope 
to do well. Thou mayſte hope and 
truſt woel / and J alſo hope well: but 
I feare me leeſt we bothe ſhall hope * 
in vayne . Therſoꝛe J wolde thou 
ſnuldeſt make this oure hope to be 
ſomevokat moꝛe lurer. But Jlyghs 
ly coniecte / vohat thou wylte thiuke 
and mutter, yohan thou redeſt theſe 
my wo:des. Be theſe thyngce in ſo 
great ſauety e? Shall religious men 
oncly be ſaued and all other pcriſſ? 
No foꝛſothe. Foꝛ I deny nat / but 
there haue ben many liuynge in this 
world that be ſaued.Noꝛ they that 
entre in to a monaſterye of religion, 
do nat foꝛth with ſettil them ſelte ſo/ 
that they may ſaſely liue clene with / 
out care. But yet natwithſtandyng, 
* is as great dy llereycc "ele 
| INncie 


| 


— 


re 


* 


Wann | *. IV. « +42? | 
theſe two maner of lyuynges / as is 
betwene hym that lieth at rode in 


the hauen though he hath nat yet 
bowed his anker: and hym that 
yet ſapleth aloſti in the mayne ſee. 
Oꝛ elles betwoene hym that ſwym⸗ 
meth in the vos ter / and gym that 
tourneth by lat de. De periſſheth - 
nat, that remaineth in the woꝛlde, 
but he is moꝛe nere vnto peril. Ther- 
fore good Joice ſeynge thar J wold 
the ſo mocht good / ye and perauen⸗ 
ture deſyꝛe moꝛ. thy welfare thanne 
thou doeſt thy iclfe / loke that thou 
eſchewoe all pcrils, and put thy ſelfe 
in ſauegarde. Foꝛ the wyſe' manne 
ſaith : Pe thatloueth perill/ſhall pe 
ryſſhe therin. 0 pꝛay the /vohat nede 
haſte thou to be toſſed woith the ra- 

gynge woa wes of water; wan thy 


way lycth mote ſure and/coinmodis 


is ſtarke blynde)ſeeth nat / that it ie 


ꝛe pleſgunt, and 


farre moꝛe ſurer, mo i 
| B 5 moꝛee 
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* "DE CON. 
more ſurer / moꝛe pleſaunt, © moꝛe 
commodius to iourney though the 
| pleſaunte grene medowes without 

dꝛede, than among lo many images 
of deth to be turned and went with 
perpetuall vexation and trouble i Js 
nat this a great blyndenes / that we 
delyte in gur aduerſite / and as Pyꝛ- 
gyll ſaythe; to take pleaſure to gyue 
our ſelſe to foolyſhe and madde la- 
bour ? „ ic u 


; r > ja # to if 111 | 
wat ſpozte,wbat pleaſure, 02 .-whatſpfatious reſt 
s in t6eſe wozldfy wawes, fo be toſſed and caſt 
er foze apzoch-the Ether, g thou ſp alt fynde it beff 
02 bere is the frrſſpe tyme of Dere that dot6 laſt 
here be chʒiſtallyn yyuer s enypzon tompaſt 
WE be ſoyke grounde, epßzondzed with ſwete floure s 
Pere groweiß the pople tre, to ſu ad om de fei Pourcs 


JPittzin theſe dennes deleclable lo reſſß pipfing col de 
yder theſe vpnes ßere, enckuſtred wikh grapes 
F ber be ſonerain add wes, froͤ ſt or me s vs to hol d 

Paw bither, & renounce theſe woaldly triffing iape e 
And let the wylde wawes wogke, that betes g Boer 
1 ü Poppen 


© 
„ 


MVNDI.' 4 


with herbe vs to veſt in, and alleys kept clene 
Lyke fo Paradyſe of pleaſure to take our refute 
Of ſokace incomparable, this place J repute 


From ak wozldly daunger,foz here ar we ſure. 


T hath pleſed me with this Py2- 

gyls ditce to allure the avoaye 
from woꝛldly troubles ro oure de⸗ 
tecrable lyfe . But I wotte nat with 
what iougglynges the-levede ſmy- 
lynge ſhewe of this worlde hathe 
bewytched the eyes of thy mynde / 
4 ſtaieth ⁊ ſticketh faſt to thy minde, 


as thoughe it were glewed, And _ 1 


fo:th with the ſame fayꝛe paynted 
face of worldly thynges cometh to 


| n and ny ied 
90 40 e backe againe; wan 


ou art about to leue, tem ſayeng? 
| = what 


* 


Hpon the rongh rockes, of wozldlky pompe and pꝛid . 
Here be freſſße fountapnes, that ſpzyng on euerp ſide 


Here be tbe ſwele medowes + graſſe enuerdzed arent | 
Ozxc$pardes and areanes, with trees of dyners frute 


Here mygßt g fynde-in mpne hert with the to endurs : 


f 


Boeſt thou about to diſtroy bothe 


that to them that be aged / vnto 
vokome nowe the lyſe is no longer 


S 


hat wylte thou do madde man? 


thy ſelfe and thyn :? O cruell perſon; 
wylt thou foꝛſake vs after this mas 
ner? Mylt thou diſpiſe thy louynge 
ſelo woes and ſrendes ? Haſt thou no 


and that foꝛ cy loue diſtroyeth her 


T7 huſ bande? Adviſe the well vohat 
thou wylte do. For this thy tendre 
youth aud beautie are moꝛe conue- 
nient ſoꝛ otger thynges. And thou 


art ſo ſoſte and delicat of Nature to 


takt on the and perfoutme an harde 


religion. Ah woylte thou ſuffre the 
flower of thy youth ſo vnworthely 


to fade away? Wylt thou ſolitary 
alone ſtyll waylynge ſpeutle awaye 
thy luſty youth? Thou ſhuldeſt leue 


ſwete. 


pitie on thy father and mother? In 
vohat caſe thinkeſt thou that ſhe ſhal 
be, the whache Rartely loueth the, 


= 


ſelfe ⁊ tꝑat deſiretꝶ the to her ſpouſe - 


[VNDI. T5 
ſwete. Thou art a yong man, what 
thyng els ſhuldeſt thou do but ſpoꝛt 4 
and playe ? At lceſt wyſe conſidre; 4 
what abundance of rycheſſe thou | | 
haſte all eie and moche moꝛe is | 
comynge, if thou voylt tary and a- = 
byde it. Thou arte nowe ryght hos | it 

noꝛable, and yetthouſhalt be higher 
in Ronour, if rhou ſlynkenat awaye 
rom vs. Theſe be the thynges that 
all men ſeke for; and thou alone foꝛ- 
ſakeſt them: vohan they be all redy 
ſought out and gotte to thy ande- 
But voylt thou go thy won, and ne- 
ner returne agayne to take fruition 
of theſe 1oyes; rycheſſe; commodi- 
tes, and pꝛoſites t᷑ yet at the leeſt J 
pꝛaye the tary a while, take a bꝛet 
in the matter e foꝛ haſtynes is cauſe; 
of moche hurt and inconuenience. 
Haſte thou garde theſe exhoꝛtati- 1 
ons ?; Haſt thou garde them? Theſe 
be the very voyces of the Syꝛens: 14 
but as thou loueſte thy helthe, — +4 
tat 
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1 that thou lyſten noꝛ gyue none he- 
ryngc to them. She we thy ſelfe to 
be Plyxes: They wyl bewitche thy 
minde, if thou harkento tem: They 
be ſuche faire flaterars , that they 
wyllmoue and perſvonde ſtony her- 
tes: But thou oughteſt to remẽbꝛe, 
that they be deed voices; and leade 
one to cuerlaſtinge damnation 
But hither; to religion thou ſhul/ 
deſt harkẽ hut her thou ſhuldeſt loke / 
gyther thou ſhuldeſte enclyne Ty 
mynd :endeuoyꝛe thy ſelſe with all 
thy myght, imploy hereon ſharpely 
thy wytte, deſceyue nat thy ſciſe / 
loke to the bottum of the matter 
⁊ thou ſhalte ſc, if thou be nat blind, 
howe ſtynkyng / howe fruſtrate oꝛ 
yoyde / ye and vnwooꝛthye for the 
theſe thinges be / that -voyll nat ſuf- 
fer the to leaue them. The | 


34317 4 


Rays — yr wg 
tempnyng ot rycnes: 
797 thyꝛde | 3 | 

vhat thynge of ſo greatte a 
\/ ;valurevothe this woꝛlde pꝛo⸗ 
V myſe tothe / that fo: the loue 
theroſ thou voilt put thy ſoule gelt 
in aduenture a abſente thy ſelf from 
our delectations ? Mat I ſay dot 
hit pꝛomyſe the ? Js it abundaunce 
of riches? Foz that is it that moꝛtall 
folkes moſt ſpectally deſyꝛe: But foꝛ 
truth there is nothyng moꝛe miſe 
rable, moꝛe wayne oꝛ dyſckyuable, 
moꝛe noyous oꝛ hurtful thi woꝛldly 
goodes. The woꝛldely goodes all 


— 
* 


* 


the verye mayſters © miniſters of all 
miſgouernance and myſchefe . Noꝛ 


holy ſcriptu re dothe nat with ont a 
cauſe call couetouſnes the rote of all 
yuell. Foz therof ſpꝛyngethe an yn» | 
es * 
ther 


gratyous aſſection ynto good 
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thet thes — vg — owt dont hes 
'ryngc to them. Shewe thy ſelfe to 
be Plyxes: They wyl bewitche thy 
minde, if thov harkento them: They 
be ſuche faire flaterars , that they 
wyll moue and pcrſvonde ſtony > 
tes: But thou oughteitto remẽbꝛe, 
that they be deed voices; and leade 
one to cuerlaſtinge damnation . 
But hither; to religion, thou ſhul/ 
deſt harkẽ hu her thou ſhuldeſt — 
hyther thou ſhuldeſte enclyne t 
mynd : endeuoyꝛe thy ſelfe — 9 
thy mysht, imploy hereon ſparpely 
thy wytte, deſceyue nat thy ſciſe/ 
loke to the bottum of the matter, 
æ⁊ thou ſhalte ſe; if thou be nat bl ind, 
howe- ſtynkyng:1-howe fruſtrate or 
de / ye and vnwooꝛthye for the 
— be / that -voyll nat ſuf- 
* we e * | 
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yuell . Foz therof ſpꝛyngetꝑe an vn⸗ 
graryous affection ynto goodes / 
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chaptre. 


hat thynge of fo a a 
\/ valurevothe this wozlde pz0- 
myſe to the / that fo: the loue 


therof thou voilt put thy ſoule gelt 


in aduenture — thy ſelf from 


our delectations ? Hat I ſay doth 


hit pꝛomyſe the t Js it abundaunce 
of riches? Fot that is it that moꝛtall 
folkes moſt ſpectally beſyze But for 


truth there is nothyng moꝛe miſe 
rable; moꝛe vayne oꝛ dyſckynable, 
mote noyous oꝛ hurtfol th woꝛidly 
goodes. The woꝛldely goodes are 
the verye mayſters ⁊ miniſters of all 


miſgoyertiance and myſchefe . Noꝛ 
holy _ 


ouetouſnes the rote of all 


ther 


ture dothenatwith out a 
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4h tl of ini 8 ice oꝛ vo haue their 
begynuyng: therof groweth cedici- 
on oꝛ parte takynge / therof cometh 
ſtealynge pyllynge / ſacrylege/extoꝛ- 
cyon, and robbynge. Rycheſſe en⸗ 
gendre and bꝛynge forth inceſte and 
aduoutry; Rycheſſe nouriſſeth and 
foſtreth vp rauyſhementes / madde 
loves / and ſuperfluite. And' finally 
what'is it / that the curſed-hunger 
. deſire of golde doth nat conſtrame 
moꝛtal folkes to do? Therfoꝛe thou 
mayſte perceyue/ that Dotace was 
vy fe/whiche callynge rycheſſe the 
matter and rote of all yuclles / com. 
maunded to caſt them in to the ſce: 
'gnd ſayde: If it be a wycked dede, 
it repentetꝑ me woell. Fo: there is ſo 
grrat familyar ſocicte and frende- 
ſnyppe of thynges / that in the very 
names of vyce and rycheſſe, Ditia et 
diuitie, ſemethe to be a certeyne aly⸗ 
aunce and kinrede . Mhat rych man 
canſt thou reken vnto me that is nat 
infected 
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either with co 
che nothing is moe to be abhozred) 
if Nature to the ſame be ouer moch, | 
enclyned: oꝛ els with pꝛodygalyte 
and waſt, than-vohiche nothynge is 
moꝛe abhominable / if he that is itt- 
clined thervnto be of benigne and 
gentyll nature? The couetous man 
is ſeruaunt and nat mayſter vnto ri- 
ches: and the woaſter wyll nat longe 
be mayſter therof. The one is poſs 
ſeſſed and doth nat poſſeſfe: and the 
other within a ſhozte vohyle leueth | 
the poſſeſſion of riches . Me ſemeth _ 


that che man called Eutrapelus / yn g 
derſtodethoſe thinges very goody , 


: 


the, whiche as J haue lerned, was 
wont to reuenge hym on his enemy 
after this maner ⁊ foꝛme: nat with 
iniurious woꝛdes / noꝛ with poyſ ol 
noꝛ with the ſwoꝛde: but he wold 
enryche his foe with precyous gars 
mentes : foꝛ he ſuppoſed it/the * 
C e 
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PT: © cheisoftrouth/t hat ſhuld provoke 
- bymt . and the hungry de- 
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| coude EL Apr 
goo has au ame pꝛecyous 
Wag tes: e gethered 
SO ee great 2005 e and kepte 
per great. x hough ht aid care: 
\Jn ep f 0 Lia lar 
bourantoſterabull/, and mY PYNSE 
1 | = quer moche-carg and azede-: 


and the foʒgoyng ole them is 


a miſerable vexation and turment. 
Therfoꝛe a ryche man hk ſpow 
e e! 9 825 ſte 
02 


that 


to gette res be 
to: 25 10 pred And a 


te as Ne 
dothe 


both no he hc 7 fo ofte be 


hoe that e loſe and hath 
— Aud at if he Haue and 
'poſ} guntaynes of 'golde e Oꝛ 
what ant his tyches be greatter 
than motjitaynes of golde Than ſo 
moche the moꝛe he augmentethe his 


fardel and burden / 155 heapeth y 
his cares:andihzowrrh oz tumblett, 
feare eel feare /and grefe on 
grefe, and þ20vyderhefor Ein le 
a chütg Cor bly f 4 
full of almylery eand1 ld dtHE.Sar 
dotht fold toe the encreuſynge df mo 
145 _ the defyꝛe of the money 
che Nh *dothe' en⸗ 
wt Me" poorer that a 4 
is / che leſlehs ee ova money. Ant 
nally t et tuſlody of greatre 
zo odes 02 fi ce / is 4miferable 
The man cal 
ome Porace ſpe 
it his Add 52 oz 
one vll foꝛ hym / 
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F — DE. CON; "RY 
' wvhanbyhis wyt and diligence / he 
| cauſed hym fro pouertie to come to 
great riches: ⁊ hethought him ſelfe 
to be made a w:ietche and nat a rich 
man: and ge pꝛaye d his attourney/ 
that he might be reſtoꝛed to his foꝛ- 
mer lyfe dꝛ ftate;the which was po⸗ 
uerte. Truly be is to be pteiſed/that 
waxetk wile er it be to late. But tte 
couetous man faythe: Though rhe 
care of theſe ryches be greuous and 
peynfull / money is ſwere; My la- 
er and peyne dothe nat wery noz 


greueme;fo'that my ryches do en⸗ 
crece. But tell me whether (hall '3 
call the, the moſte foole 02 the, moſte 
vereteh of all men? To whomeno- 

- thytig can ſuſſyſe / which both night 
and daye ſytteſt N on thy 
ryches/eyther hydde andiocked yp 
y2oncheſtes;orels {to the end 
. thouwoldeſtſemeto be mote wiſe) 
--- dolucnintheerthe:tyke as rhe ſer- 
= pent Deſperius yyatcheth the golde 
1 0 apples 


in thy 


„ 49. 
apples. Foz what purpoſe thynkeſt 


thou theſe rycheſſe and money ſhuld - 


be pꝛoſitable ? Oꝛ vohat pꝛeciouſnes 
is in them ? For of trouth they be 
nothyugeelles but very pure bꝛaſſe 
ſtriken in images and ſcriptures: the 
whiche can neytger expell oz put a- 
way the cares ⁊ greſes that gnawoe 
the about the ſtomake, noꝛ they can 
nat auoydc oꝛ rydde the of ſyckenes 
02 any incommodyte of thy body / 
gud moche leſſe of dete. But thou 
wylt ſaye / that rycheſle be good to 
withſtand nede and pouerte. ] pꝛo- 
meſſe the thou arte diſceyued, they 
wil rather cauſe the to oy euer nedy. 
Fo: lyke 99 dꝛynke dothz nat quench, 
his.thy:{e.thdt hat the dꝛopſye, 
but maketg gym moꝛe thy ꝛſtye: ſo 
lyke wyle, with the abundaunce of | 
goodes oz riches,thy deſyꝛe to haue. 

mo2e.dothe encreace: And who ſo! 
euer ſcketh after moꝛe, ſheveth him! 
ſelfe to be nedye. | 
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oy the inſtabilite oꝛ 
ſe of them / the vohiche 
theo by ſo longe ſpacc of time-with 
great moleſtiovines arid labour / 
— ry haſt gathered 
together all about: if that foꝛtune 
(as men ſayt) tourne er w Ahle by 
and by 1 leaue the / and 
go to ſome other. And than thou / 
that waſt euch no we ticker th Cre 
ſus / chat moſte riche kinge / ſhalt fo- 
daymiy come moꝛe — chan the 
begger Jrus. This thinge is ſo cler 
and manifeſte, that we nede not to 
ſpẽ de many wordestherin | Powe 
many mayſt thou ſe befoꝛe thin tien 
that fall No kingis riches to tx- 
treme pouerte ⁊ nedines But ad- 
mitte thatgoddes oꝛryches be ſure 
and able and tat they woyl neuet 
leue the ſo ſlonge as thou lyueſt, canſt 
thou carye them hence avoay woith 
— ves whan thou goeſt to thy 
Fraue / 


— 
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cheſſe , thou ſhglte: ſcarſely ee 
cours wyndynge/ſhetc: other aer 
thou voith thy abundãt ryches haſt 
done any good vertuous dedis/they [7 
ſhall greatiyiauayle,and be moche | | 
woꝛtke vnto the not they wyll ne⸗ 
urn deaue the Therſoꝛe my ſwete 
oyctꝭ thou ſhulcleſte not eſteme ſo 
ighlythypolleſions-<all tae gold 
that the ryuers Tagus pactolus 
rruerſe & tourne in theyꝛ red ſandis; 
that thou ſh hHurte oꝛ hyndre 
thin o wut belt a: But thou ſhuldeſt 
rather; if it delyteth the ſo greatly, 1 
to be ryche cRarden what counſaile Wl: 
our loꝛde giueth the: Make thou thy; - ii 
tre aſorie in heuen-/where nother ca. * ia 
ker nhoꝛ mougꝰ can diſtroye it / and] © 
where|theuis: not find noꝛ ſtegle 
it. Not thinke not, that there is: any 
plentie moze nedy, tha to haue abun: 
dance of money / and want vertues. 
G4 Noz 


Now 1 + 
than that luker o: voynnynge, that 


C That the pleaſures of thefleſhe: 
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1 woꝛlde. But take oꝛ rubbe awaye 
, the paintynge and colours / and be. 
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is moꝛe vnwelthy; 


hurteth thy ſoule Therfoꝛe vnto 
the that arte bothe erudite and a 
chiiſten man / it is a foule and a ſham 


full thinge, voith great perill of thy 


ſoule hclthe, to inclyne to that, the 
whicke the pagane philoſophers ci- 
ther foꝛ the loue of good letninge/oꝛ 
fo: their good name and ſame/didde 
let at wwe and ligntiy delpiſe. 


beſdorbe moꝛtall and bitter. 
eee ene 24 i”. 


No the ſwete tuſtes 07 — 
mentes of the ſteiſe with olde 
2 reteyne ther Surcly: they be 14- 
dyes that moſt ſwetely ſmile on the, 
—— with they: ſucate oꝛ feyned 
fayꝛnes diſceyue all mooſt the hole 


Ware 


7p. ̃ Sr 3 
ware that the craſtily paynted faire 
ſkynne ouercome the nat. Beholde 
and loke woell what theſe le vyde lu⸗ 
ſtes be in dede, and nat vohat they 
ſeme to be. Than ſhalt thou perceiue 
that there is nothing moꝛe yl fayou- 
red, nothinge moꝛe fouller, noꝛ moꝛe 
beaſtlike. Fo: there is nothyng that 
maketh a ms moꝛe lyke vnto a brute 
beeſt; than the moſte ſylthy luſte of 
the fleſhe dothe: whiche-thinge the 
moꝛe it ſmyleth and fauncth on one, I} 
-theniozehitnoyeth and Hurteth. : 18 
Lyke as the noble philoſopher Pla- 
to moſte aptly calleth it the bayte,of | 
al yuels. Foꝛ as the baite that is put 
vpõ the hoke prouoketh gz v2aveth — {| 
the ſmall fyſherheryato; and taketh 
them that receiue it: euẽ ſo like wiſe 
the poyſon of carnall luſte / couered 
vath'slyttellquantite-ofhony,doth 
28 ſoules; tat be de- 
+ firous of a pꝛay: and whan they be 
entyced / 


infectethe them : and 
Cs,  whan 


merey . 
ſely ſpeake tar hede what 
the philoſoper ſaythzturcly u is a 
pay nyms ſayenge but it is Woithy 
and may woell be ſayde of a chꝛiſten 
man: the wohiche ſentence t he eider 
Cato ſaith in Ciceros boke de Senec 
tnute, that helerned at Tarent of Py - 
thagoꝛas ſcholer called Archita; he 
ſaitg: There is no greatter noꝛ moꝛe 
deedly peſtilence gyutn of Nature 
vnto — voluptuoulnes; 
| | of the. wkiche voluptie the fernente 
luſteo are pꝛouciy ⁊ vnbꝛideldly kend 
led to fulfyll the deſyse therof. Of 
this roote ſpꝛyngeth treaſon and be 
trayeng of countreys tof this riſet 
turnynge vp ſet downicof the com⸗ 
mon woelth:the ſame thyngecauſeth- 
pꝛiuy communications voith our cu- 
nemyes . And fynallye. there is no 
myſchefe / noꝛ none ſo vengeable a 
| dede / but that the lewode luſt 4 vo⸗ 
lupte 


 MVNDI-. © 
lupte dotheconſtrayne one to enter 
pyſe oꝛ good in Rande therewith . 
Adde alſd theſt commodites ſolo- 
wynge to them hfoꝛe ſayde: Of vo- 

luptuonſnes commeth e 


nedined/ĩfa my oꝛ yll name, greuous 
q filthy diſcaſes of the bodye, blynd 
nes of the mind; deſpiſing of dinine- 
powocr ⁊ it is the very fountain and 
beginninge of all my ſerye: ye and fy⸗ 
nally hit is the very cheyne, ver- 
with mankynde is dꝛawen to euer 
laſtynge "irs lo vwoer ſwetenes, 
thewhiche enuyronned 02 ſerabout | 


gd befdꝛe ir and very many go with 
and many many yea mooſt ff — 
greuous mileries come oꝛ folovo at- 

teFit.J ſayd a litel befoꝛe / that man- 
kynde in volupte woas lyke vnto 
bꝛute beaſtis: but j ſay nowe;, that 
in this thynge' we do 
ſafe 2 beaſtes. Foꝛ bea⸗ 
__ ſruycyon of they: pleaſures 


(ſuch 


arh#ſo manyfolde miſeryes: many 


behaue oure 
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eas 1 5 franke and A bh 
5 ut any 4 = 7 But 0 good 
loꝛde / how col to e is 
that ſhozte aud Os fiacke of f the 
delicate thꝛoote and bealy Thou 
ſeeſt vohat thinge it is / the l Js 
monge bodily pl-aſures is mote ex- 
celtentiifanykynde of yoluptie may 
be called excellente. 

- Wohertoſhuld J nowe reherce vn⸗ 
tothe / the other trifelinge 1apes, oꝛ 
rather madneſſes of the worlde ? 
Some call them yll ioycs: but me 
thinkitꝶ I ſuld not miſname them 
if J called them madde gaudes. 
Mherto ſhuld J reherce the deyntie 
viſhes, the ingurgynges, the dꝛyn⸗ 
kynge and quaftyng one to an other / 
the nightly d2onkennes; the banket- 
tinges the datices/the gambauldes, 
the diſſolut plaies, theknanyſhe and 
rebaude ieſtinges; and of the ſame. 
ſoꝛte a thouſande thinges mo? Do 
not theſe _— ſeme to RE. 
te 


ſ che laugkinges of a franticke mann 
Fo: who wold nat iudge that man 
to be cleane beſydes hym ſelfe. and 
| | madde, the hiche whan he is led 
to be Ba ged oꝛ heeded, tranbleth | 
nothinge foꝛ dꝛede of the inſtante er © | 


tharſqzoweand bewayle, his mia» I 
foityne, he is ioyſull and gladde / ye LM 
and gothe tovwarde theplace where 1 
he ſhall ende his lyfe daunſinge and 
merily ſcoffynge and ieſtynge? But 
thoſe Joice/ol vohome I ſpake now 
befoze, I iudge to be moꝛe madder 
than this n mock as the 
dethe of the ſoule is moze-greuous | 
and mozecruell than oi te body. | 
Zherpalle forthe heyz life dayes in * 
gau A RUA TRgre and ſodaynel ' | 
they go. to Relle. Bo to no we / foꝛ⸗ 
ſake and fal from thy maker, to the 5 
end thatthy beeſtlye and moꝛtall 
fleſſhe may an houre oꝛ two folovoe 
the luſte therof, and lyue damnably ; 
gk an 


ecucion, but amonge all the other / 1 


have and IE loves? / 
ſie and&mourrhertbyſoale; and pꝛe 
parc foꝛ tx ſelferevertaſtyng peines 
and waylynges den grauenture 
thou loucſt the gete that is 
lawefulland doch M reh pu poſe to 
be married. For a trouthe J do nat 
condemne wedtockec, for J mynde 
hymtharſayrh, Itte deter to ma- 
rye tan to commynte fornication / 
but q wold this ſhuld be as it were 
a place of refuge foꝛ vnconſtante ſol⸗ 
kes that can nat lyue chaſte. I haue 
bo ſpyte at them rat fled the great 
to vone —9 Segoꝛ, and alſo thelytcll 
to eſchewe tie fyer of Sodbmites. 
I know © percciue well the ſtrength 
of thy my nde. ] allo wee wor Alok 
but that is in * that can nat 
well / except they be maryed . But 
loke thou and — — well what 
ſaynt Hieronyme hath woꝛytten of 
_ a ena hath voꝛitten 
yery 


| er FJ) — reche: 
miliarite that Rath alway bt 
— 9 — — veau 
— — to — ber 
ware how thou putteſt thy necke in 
this halter: in to ä 2 


be ones enttedꝭ thou-ciit nat lightly "| 
get out again.] do nat ſay that Wed 


locke is naughit/ hut ſoꝛ a trouthit is 
ful of mock. miſery . And as ſingle life 
is moch betterꝭ ſo many 1 
Wares. Rit is eee f 
TH TH: 10 Ind 188122 
Chas faber ene this would 
1 bien oꝛſoolyſſhe Gyn 
table. Te. v. Ckop. * 1581 
W. N oe the Led 
#pacicripttons oꝛ titils of nobles 
neg and the ſplendente glozy of re. 
nowme delyten thy mynde. Mh 
ſhuld 2 Foꝛ as he ſaythy it is a 
goodlytheywgeto be honoꝛablye re- 
| nowmed 
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| 
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ſpeakeſt. It is a pleaſaunt thinge to 
the / to be Ronoꝛably ſought vpon, 
and to haue many cliẽtis oꝛ (utours 
to folowe after and go aboute the, 
and to be ſpoken of, of euery man 
and to be ſaluted and gricted as a 
great loꝛde 02 a maiſter. But I pꝛay 
the tell me, what thynge doeſt thou 
ſuppoſe that theſe honours be / the 
vohiche vnto the, beynge a moꝛtall 
creature, moꝛtall folkes gyue, ſome 
(fo: flateric-fome for ſcare, and ſome 
in kope to voinne therby? The vohi- 
che worldly honors be as clene falſe 
as they be caduke and yaniſhynge, 
Be thcy not falſe 02 vntruſtie, thin- 
kt thou / the whiche indifferently. 
- chaunce as vocll vnto hym, that 
moſte vwooꝛſte / as ynto hym, that is 
moſte beſte? Judge and deme thole 
only to be good and very l 
HER ES +» -TNCx 
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yeke vnto vertu, 


Fs enbrace' 
and thou ſhalte be 
ther thou wylte o2 no. F 
ſhadow foloweth ſtyll after the bo- 
dy, and voyll nat leave it though he 
fiye, not can nat be taken of one that 
recheth fot it: ſo theſe actes ⁊ dedes 
that be done rightfully / ſhall with- 


02 96 the 


worthy to haue; canſt nat auoyde: 
and thou beingeynworthy canſt nat 
optayne them. Js there any thynge 
more ſtippꝛy 02 caduke than woꝛldly 


woluldly thinges vaniſhe avwaylight 
ly and tary but a while .' For what 
thvnge canſtthou'name here that is 
contininallye durable? And agayne 


flitting than great © highe dignites: 
and ſeynge that nothyngis got and 
nts D optained 


honotable vohe- 


out any ſckynge of the, bꝛyng the to 
honots, the whiche thou beynge 


honouts ?Truely me thynkethat all 


nothynge is moꝛe vncertayne and 
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with more grefe than dig · 


nites, foꝛ one muſt a long ſeaſon tom 


ble the ſtone with Siſipho agaynſte 
the craggy mountayne, and boldely 
do ſome thynge that is worthy of 
banyſſhynge / pꝛy ſonement / oꝛ clles 
hangynge, that at the laſt e may be 
ſome what worthy ,and ſome what 
exalted: Therfoꝛe I ſay as nothyng 


is got moꝛe greuouſſy / lo nothyng is 


ſoner loſt. Thou al keſt me vohy lo. 
Mary bicauſe that of ncceſſite great 
| hatred oꝛ ſpyte folowcth hygh dig- 
' Hite, pꝛyuy enuy clymbeth vp to the 
hygheſt in degree: and the wyndes 
uerblowe the Nygh toppes of trees 
and toveres . Foꝛ enuy is wonte al- 
waye to accompany the noble and 
hysh enterpꝛiſes. Zhou wylte ſaye 
what than? Marye he that hathe 
gotte the hatred of many men 
nedes of very conſequence haue me 

ny ennemies, and beofte in daunger 
of his lyfe. hy ſo i Mary foꝛ vohã 
many 
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holde / and all the whyle thou doeſt 
p:oſpere/therc is no Rope to opteine 
it / hit muſte nedes be, that by ſome 
mene they voyll rydde the out of the 
voay. It were a thynge of great dif⸗ 


ficulte, if that he/foꝛ whom ſo many 


ſnares be layde, ſhuld nat at the laſt 
fal in to one oꝛ other of them. Ther- 
foꝛe eythcr thou muſt dye of poiſon / 
02 cls on a dagger-02 els(whiche fo? 
the ſhulde be beſt of all) thou muſte 
ſaue thy ſelfe by exile. Oꝛ cls to the 
ende that thou mighteſt be moſt fo2- 
tunate, thou voylt lyue in perpetuall 
anxiete and feare, that thou be nat 
ſuppꝛeſſed and caſte dovone. No 
doute thou ſhalt leade an noble lyfe / 


but git ſhall be very bytter lower. 
Therfoꝛe thynke nat the contrary/ 

Juuenall ſpake nat this 

ditee that foloweth / without great. | 


Foz 


but that 


ſkele. N | , 
D 2 
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many go about to ꝑaue that thynge, 
the whiche thou alone doſt poſſeſſe ⁊ 
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Foz truly the troutF/groundks to eppzche 
60 coneteth exeeſſpue Honours to att apne 
And gaddret6 to gedder epcedpnaglky rycbes 
Buikdpnge Pp towres Ppon fowree agapn 


Suche ckymmynge vp Mwarekp, mape - 
+. "fox a tpme remapne. 


Pet the bygher thou climmeſt, the ſozer 
48 t6p falk. 
So ſayth ige ſatirian mapſter Junena!l? 


¶ But to what entente do J with 
fo many wordes reherſc thoſe thin- 
ges ? Trevoely totheendethat thou 
my Joyce ſhuldeit vnderſtand plain- 
lye / howefull of feare and dꝛede / 
how full of vexation and trouble / 
and gowoe caduke aud bꝛitle thoſe 
thingcs be/the vohich this woꝛld/al 
the vohilt thou art in p2oſperite/ſhe- 
weth to be of great and'hyghe ex- 
cellence. What auayleth all this, 
vwohan moſt bitter deth ſcirſly aſſay- 
leth ⁊ enuadeth vo: Wan ſodain- 
ly all the ſame ymages of nobylyte, 
the vokiche after the maner of dꝛea⸗ 
mes vanyſſge awaye: whicke dꝛea⸗ 
9 — mes 


ue⸗ 


de 


ny ball that woas ſo oſte vyctoꝛious: 
the whiche whan he lyued: bꝛeake 
the rough rockes and mountaynes 
with vinegre? Where is now Pau⸗ 
lus Aemilius ? Where is Julius Ce- 
ſar? Where is Pompeius? Where 
ar become all the other mooſt noble 
pꝛincis: of the Grekes / of the Ro⸗ 
mayns / coſ other natyons / whoſe 
names to reherſe, ſꝑuld be both tedi- 
ous ⁊ tyme loſt e hat thing els re- 
mayneth of all theyꝛ maieſty ⁊ gloꝛięL if 
ous actes / but onely the vaine © fru- 
ſtrate talking ol ſolkes ? ye, ⁊ foꝛ he 11 
which 
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wohiche talkynge, they may thanke 
the fauoure of lerned ment fot if ler- 
ned men had nat voꝛytten theyꝛ de- 
des / they ſhulde haue ben ſo clene 
fo2 gotten/that vnnethe any remem- 
bꝛaunce of them woldc haue remay 
ned. And yefwhat ſo euer it be that 
remaynetge, perteyneth neyther to 
them noꝛ tõ vs. Foꝛ vndouted / if 
that Alexandze the mooſte nobleſt of 
all the kynges that we haue novye 
regerſed / ſhulde returne from Pell / 
and beholde the vooꝛlde and ſe hovo 
it buzneth in ambitious deſyꝛe of 
woꝛldly honours / I thynke verily 
he wol de laugh ⁊ deryde the vayne 
and folyſſhe ſtudy oꝛ feruent mdu- 
ſtry of the common people, and he 
hauynge good experyence in thoſe 
matters, wolde ſay theſe woꝛdes oꝛ 
ſuche ly ke, as foloweth. Yohither 
dothc the blynde erroure of moꝛtall 
creatures ſo violently dꝛawe Tleade 
them? No man regardeth the = 
Lf yte 
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fyte good thynges, the whiche may 
be to them very pꝛoſitable in time to 
come / but thynges that be hurtful, 
vayne ⁊ vncertayne/eueryman with 
ryght great laboure ſcketh and de- 
ſyꝛet. Why do folkeſo leudly, ſo vn 
reiſely, ⁊ ſo obſtinatly enbuſy them 
ſelf to be exalted?Euery man may ler 
ne/at the leſtvoyſe by cxample of me/ 
that all woꝛldly dingnitces ſone de- 
cay be molt like yntocloudes, the 
whiche ofte times in an hour ſpace / 
are wont to be very large ⁊ bꝛode / 
and nothynge at all. I my ſelfe vas 
ſometyme the mooſte puyſſant and 
mighteſte of all kynges and cmpe- 
rours ; and woas ncucr ouercome,but 
was the hygeſt in honour of al men. 
I ſubdued and conquered kynges 
⁊ nations innumcrable, ⁊ the woꝛld 
by me was conquered : I ſerched 
the ſees: and at the laſt J attemted 
the element: Truely I had ben foꝛ⸗ 
tunate and happy, if I myght Rave 
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mae dethe alſo afrayde: But dah 
that ouercometh all tynges/dydde 
ouercome me, yea; woith a lyttell fe- 
ver: There was neuer bubble blo⸗ 
wen vppon the water moꝛe ſooner 
flaſſhed, noꝛ {moke in the ayꝛc moꝛe 
ſodaynly conſumed and gone / than 
all that great bꝛute of my famous 
dedes, yanyſſhed and layde. Delas 
howe greatly /ye and howoe ſodayn- 
ly am J changed and tourned trom 
that great Alexandre / to wohoſe c0- 
maundementes all the woꝛlde ſome 
tyme fearfully obeyed : Novo J am 
he that maye be bothe deſpyſtd 
and hurte of a pooꝛe page, and can 
nat reuenge me. Somtyme the gret 
wo ꝛlde voas leſſe than my couetous 
mynde: but nowe I am thꝛuſt in to 
a lytell yeflell; and.vii.fote ſpace ſuſ- 
ſyſet me. Dethe onely maketh a 
ſhe woe and a pꝛofe of vohat valure 
mens bodyes be. Somtyme I was 
of great and hyghe eſtate, and right 


goodly 


| n 
oodly to beholde; adoꝛned with 
Freſ ſhe purpleapparatl, and a bright 
ſhynynge deademe: and nowe J am 
mooſt lothly to loke on. Pere J lye, 
dꝛy bare bones and aſſges. Mat a- 
uaylet me my noble blode <linage? 
Mhat auayleth me my glyſtrynge 
golden tombe? Vohat gòod do all 
theſe curyous buyldynges of ſteples 
vnto me that neyther can ſe noꝛ fele ? 
But wolde to god my ſoule myght 
haue dyed with my body: and that 
after this bodyly detg / a moꝛe ſhar - 
per and a greuouſſer dethe ſhuld nat 
Raue folowed. But Helas, the im- 
moꝛtall ſoule is now conſtrayned to 
ſuffer peyne ſoꝛ all tꝑᷣe yuel lyuynge 
of the bodye. O; Rove Happy be 
they that in they: lyfe tyme may vn- 
derſtonde theſe tynges, the which 
we haue pꝛoued / but woe perceyue 
thoſe thynges no we to late? They 
be woyſeß they J ſaye be wyſe / the 

f. 
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DE CON. © 
fortune and ſtate, and ſtryue to ſu 
due and ouercome them ſelfe / and 
rather to rule them ſelfe wel than to 
gouerne other: and rather to enbuſy 
them ſelfe to gette and opteynethe 
celeſtiall and perpetuall kyngdome, 
than this crthly and vnſtedfaſte em- 
pyꝛe. De is a myghty kyng,what ſo 
euer he be that ruleth gym ſelſe wel. 

What thynge can be ſpoken more 
truly than this oꝛation:? And wohat 
is ge that this ſo trewoe and ſo pites 
full an oꝛation / wolde nat feare and 
with dꝛavoe from the couetous de» 
ſire of honours ? 


C. Of the neceſſite oſ dethe / the vohi 
che ſuffrcth nothynge to be 
durable. The. vi. 
Chapter. 


x Oſc but to many woꝛdes / names 
J in athing moꝛe clerer than the 
daye lyght . Foz why, this is 

the courſe of thynges nowe a dayes, 
l k. * 


ths 
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1255 MVN DI. 
that whan the olde hiſtozies menti- | 
on oꝛ reherſe any thynges to be mar 
ueyled at, ther is no man welnere, 
that voyl gyue credence therto, vhs 
he may ſe befoꝛe his face moꝛe gre» 
uouſe cxamples than he can rede of. 
But rouchynge dethe (bycauſe J 
ſ[pcake therof) J am wont ſpecially 
to marueile hovve this ſhuld be that 
ſcinge that nothynge is ſo moche in 
our ſ1ght, as dethe is / that nothinge 
is moꝛe farther out of our thought 
and reincmbrance . ye and mortall 
folkes are deducted and d2aven out 
of this vocabull oz woꝛde Moꝛs; 
that is to ſayc dete: Yoherfoze we 
can no ſooner be named Moꝛtales, 
that is to ſaye moꝛtall folkes, but 
foꝛthe with oure ovone eares gyue 
vs warnynge of dethe . What an 
oblyuyon 02 a foꝛgetfulnes is this? 
Dowe recheles are folkes myndes, 
yea maye I nat ſaye / howe fonde 
and frantyke ? aue we no moꝛe 
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DE CON: | 
remembꝛaunce? Haue woe dꝛonke ſo 
moche foꝛgetſulnes of the ryuer Le- 
theus, that we can nat beare thoſe 
thynges in mynde, the which ſheve 
them ſelfe and appere ſtyll to vs on 
cuery ſide? Be we as it were ſtones 
aſtonyed, that theſe thynges / the 
which we bothe ſe and here ſo often 
tymes / can nat moue noꝛ ſtere vs? 
Can we ſe ſo moch as one of the old 
woꝛlde alyue ? And alſo voe ſe that 
cruell dcthe ſpareth oꝛ foꝛberetꝶ no 
kynde of folkes in our tyme. Oure 
foꝛe fathers of old tyme be deed and 
gone: And as Cicero ſayth, They 
haue lyued / and without any diffe- 
rence we muſt go the ſame way / and 
other that be to come ſhall folo woe 
after vs. And ſo all woe in maner of 
a ſwoyft ryuer rolle in to the Occian, 
that is to ſaye we be all vohyꝛled in 
to the pytte of dethe . And as Ho- 
; race ſayth / One nyght abideth fo: 

vs all: And ones we muſte 3 
trede 


ther and chyldren : and woe our ſelfe 
that muſt nedes dyc/be conuerſant a 
mydmonges the hepes of them that 
dye: And all be it that we be boꝛne 
vnder the fame condicion / that woe 
muſt nedes dye yet weferc nat deth. 
Thou ſayeſt / voherfoꝛe doeſt thou 
commande me to thynke on dethe, J 
am yet yonge and luſtye, J am farre 
from vohoꝛe heares, and farre from 
an olde voꝛynkeled foꝛegeed ? They 
ſhuldelyue in thoughte and care for 


31 
trede the trace of dethe . The func- 
rals of yong and old are very thicke 
mingled togyther, And cruell Pꝛo- 

ſerpine fozbeareth no man. Jnnu- 4 
merable people of yonge, olde, and 
myddell age, dye here and there / o |. | 

our felowoes/of our acquaintance, of 
our kynsfolke, frendes / father, mo- 


ED 
| 


dꝛede of dcthe;that be olde and cro- 


ked,and ſtoupyng to the erth ward / 
that haue alyghte ſhakynge heed / 
gangynge chekes / and holowe eies/ 

| | g cons. 


a continuall dꝛoppynge noſe/ a fi 
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tethe and rotten: the whiche whan 
they haue liued as longe as a crovo/ 
than they reken their age vpon their 
tyngers. J am ſarre from all theſe 
th inges. Doth nat my yonge blode, 
that courageth myne harte and ſpy- 
rytcs.,my ſtronge armes and bygge 
des, and all my bodye luſty and in 
good lykynge, bydde me to hope af- 
ter longe lyte? But I pꝛaye the tell 
me, hathe god pꝛomyſed to the ey- 
ther voho:e hcares oꝛ wꝛinkyls? If 
thou ſe no man dye but olde folkes / 
than lyue careles /⁊ haue no mynde 
of dete vntyll the tyme that thou 
haue who:e heares and voꝛinkyls. 
But if that dethe do ſteale vpon fol- 
kes of cuery agc, if dethe ſtrangle 
them that be nat yet boꝛne, nat ſleing 
them, but reinouyng them from life: 
If dcthe plucke the children awoaye 
that ſucke on they2 mothers bꝛea- 
ſtes: If dcthe ſnatche awaye * 
an 


en 
* 
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and gyꝛles: 


trappe olde men: and fynally if deth 
ſpareth no perſon of no maner con- 
ition / age, ſtrengthe / noꝛ beautye, 
ſuppoſeſt thou it voyll ſoꝛbeare the 
onely aboue all other ? It is fo: cer- 
tayne, that an olde man can nat lyue 
longe. And thou that arte a yonge 
man mayſt ſonc dye. And loke hovo 
certayne and ſure an olde manne is 
to dye / euen ſo vncertayn and vnſure 
2 yonge manne is to lyue. There is 
no man ſo olde but that he may lyue 
one daye longer: Noꝛ there is no 
mã ſo yonge that ca aſſure him ſelf to 
live from moꝛo wo tyl niggt. And for 
a trouthaf thou marke it well / thou 
ſhalt fynde that the moſt parte that 
dye be yonge folkes . And all be hit 
that hoze age hath alway ben ſcars, 


yet was it neuer mote ſcarſer, noꝛ 
moꝛe diſpiſed than it is novo a dais. 


Dow 


If dethe pulle avaye \ 
yonge men a maydens: If dethe ſle 
myghty ſtronge men: If dethe at⸗ 


| 
| 
| 


| 
: 
| | | 


* * 
A ” * ene 
« ax" * 


$,+ Us : AT on ren 4 


4 
| * LE: 
Nen 
= . 4 4 


* 
4 % » £ 
r 

— 

2 * 4 


Howe many canſt thou ſhewe me / 
that haue lyued (J ſaye not ſo longe 
fthuſale) but an hundred yeres ? yea 
1 how many be there that lyue. lx. 
t. yeres ? Forſothe ſcarſly one amonge 
a thouſande. And howe'ſhorte'a 
tyme is it? And yet thou ſeeſt ho woe 
fe woe come therto: ſo fragyll oz brit- 
till, ſo vncertayne / and ſubiecte to ſo 
many fold chances is the life of man. 
| Mylt thou good Joyce haue of this 

thynge a clere and a commodious 
ſunilitude oꝛ fygute : Beholde how 
in the begynnynge of the yere thou 
ſceſt a tree floꝛyiſhe, and is ſo reple- 
nyſſped 02 loden weit flowers o: 
bloſſoms / that the trunke 02 bodye 
| thcrof can nat be ſene / and ſcarſlye 
the leaues: the whiche tree ſemeth 
to bꝛynge forth moꝛe plentie of frute 
than the tree is able to beare. Gut 
yet of all this great nombꝛe of bloſ- 
ſoms very ſewe pꝛoue: ſoꝛ ſome of 
| them 
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with wo:mes; ſome with ſpyders / 

and ſome with wynde and wether 
ar beten dovone. And the frute that 

- remayneth, vohan the bloſſoms be 

gone; by lytell and lytell waxe grea⸗ 


all hange ſtyll tyl they be rype? o 
truely. Many of them be woꝛme 
eaten, ſome the voynde and the we- 
ther beateth downe, ſome by great 
ſtoꝛmes are coꝛrupted gud rotted / 
and ſome other/by-other miſchance: . 
arcdiltroyed . Jnſo moche that at 
the laſte / vohere thou hopeſt to haue 
greate abundaunce of frute, ynncth| 
thou gethereſt thꝛe 02 foure apples: 
Noꝛ mans lyfe dothe peryſhe with 
no leſſe inconueniences. There be a 
thouſande maner of ſyckeneſſes, a 
thouſande chances oꝛ occaſions of 
deth / a thouſãde maner of murders 
Ta thouſande ſoꝛtes of ſnares / that 
dethe layeth foꝛ vs: though the 
E vohiche | 


ter. And than (J pꝛay the) do they | © 


of 
= 
: 
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v qhiche mo dye than by auncientnes 


and time. And ſcynge than that our 
lyfe is ſubiecte to ſo many and great 
peryls: beholde I pꝛaye the / howe - 
wy tleſſe and bꝛaineſicke woe be, that 
lyuc as thongh woe ſhuld neuer dye? 
Me be right carefull for thoſe ty 
ges that pertayne nothynge to ys : 
but that thynge that ſhulde inſtruct 
vs agaynſt dethe, we care nat foꝛc. 
What if one kynge that hathe mo2- 
tall warre with an other knewe nat 
fo: certayne go woc nere his ennemie, 
were but hauyng knowolege and yn- 
dcritandyng by ſpyes, that he ſhuld 
lye in cnbuſhementnat farre of, and 
whi he ſawe conucnient tyme how 
he wolderuſſhe out vppon hym, 
Troweſt thou that he in this caſe 
wolde mynde the buyldynge of ba- 
thes / 02 to pꝛepare a bankette, 02 to 
weddce a wy fe: But that e wolde 
rather imagyne howe to gugmentc 
His armye, to caſte a bulyparke / to 
| make 


28 
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make good watche, a 


his armour and vwepens, and other 
thinges belongynge to warre / wher 
by he may defende hym from inua⸗ 
ſyon / ⁊ alſo diſcomfyte his ennemie? 
And fo: this wyll he care foꝛe moꝛee 
diligently, ſoꝛ as moche as he kno- 
weth nat what tyme/noꝛ on vohiche 
ſyde the buſſemente voyll bꝛeake 
oute vppon hym . But dethe / our 
chiefe enemye, in euery place / and at 
all tymes of oure age, hathe layde 


a thouſande maner of imbuſgemen- 
tes to attrappe and diſccyue vs. 
And yet in the meane tyme a god- 
des name / we ſtande gaurynge and 


darynge atryches / we fede and to 


derely cherylſhe oure bodyes, and 


ſcke to beare a rule and mayſter 
ſhyppe. But and voce wolde atte 


all ty mes conſidꝛe the great vnſted- 


faſtneſſe and wauerynge of this diſs | 
ceitefull lyfe / and owe that dethe |, 
ſtyll contynually Rangethe ouer vs | 

2 We 
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wee ſhuld dꝛiue in to our own eares, 
ftgat that the prophet ſayd ynto the 
ſycke kynge, Dyſpoſe thy houle, ſoꝛ 


pole ti | 
thou ſhallte dye: than incontinente 
al thcle thynges, which to our great 
hurt ſeme ſauoꝛi ⁊ ſwete, wold wyax 
bytter and ſower, and thoſe that we 
thynke ryght pꝛecious, wolde ſeme 
vyle and lyttell worthe : and thoſe 
that.we repute noble and gay thyn- 
ges / wold appere foule I vngoodly. 
Solyghtly one thought oꝛ in warde 
remembꝛaunce of dcthe, perſuadeth 
vs to ſette-naughte by all woꝛldly 
thynges. O thou couctous man / to 
what ende oꝛ entente doeſt thou ge- 

ther ſuche abundaunce-of golde ? 
Dethe is at thy backe redy to ſnatch 
all away. Why doeſt thou prepare 
ſo many great fardelles foꝛ ſo ſho:te 
a iourney ? Daſte tizou foꝛgot what 
happened to the ſoole that the goſ- 
pell ipeaketh of ? To whom / reioy- 
ſynge that his barues were full of 
| cone 


4 MV NDI. . IN 
come hoſe Nen book u tafel as: 
200 greatte pleaſures / it Was ſayde: 
hon foole, this ſame nyght thou 
ſhalte be ayn and than who ſhall 
be mayſter of thy goodes ? O thou 
mooſt foolyſſhe 02 vnvoyſe felowe, 
why doeſt thou inclyne 02 ſckeſt = 
ſo madde oꝛ vnſtedfaſte ioyes, y 
with ſo great rebuke oꝛ blame ? 10, 
beholde deth is even at hande / redy 
to tourne theſe ſo foule, ſhozte, and 
leude luſtes of the body / in to euer- 
laſtynge peyne and turmente. And 


thou that ſekeſt to beare a rule, to be 


high auctozite/and to raigne roy- 
ally alofte, wat an vngratious de- 
ſyꝛe crak the therto? Loke / ſeeſt 
thou nat that dethe is at thy doꝛe, 


the whicke from this kygke eſtate 


wyll thzowe the heedlynge to the 
grounde: as it were a hurle 555 
it voyll beare oꝛ carie awoaye bothe 


the and all thyne ? wherſoꝛe Radul-- 
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ok CON. 
counnyngely, but alſo as verytably 
oꝛ trewlye endyte as folowethe. 


CDet6 ouerf6: dwet6 @diftropet$ af thing 
And ak? that is bozne muſt nedes dec qy 
Onelp vertue Pal? neuer Haue endyng 


«© good actes 02 dedes [Pal endure alway, 


nethe / atte the extreame and 

mooſte greuous poynte of oure 
lyfe / but oncly vertu? Than the mem 
bꝛes languylihe / and the colour of 
the blode and the lyfe to gether v9a- 
nyſhe away / the viſage dicthe with 
a dccaly wanne colour /the cies that 
a lyttell befoꝛe were ſo quicke and 
lyuely of ſyght, are than obſcured 
wuh per etuall darkenes / and fy⸗ 
naky all the holle bodye commeth 
cotde without any ſenſyblenes:than 
the myſerable ſoule / on whome 
as one deititute, lycth al the vocight 
of the buſynes, ſhalbe dꝛawen to 
that inexoꝛable placeof iugement to 


Fi what thynge elles remay- 


MYNDI, 4 
. make acounte and gyue a rekenyng 
ho voc and in what maner it hathe 
mynyſtred all thynges. What I ſay 
ſhall than remyne of al thy woꝛld⸗ 
ly ryches / honours/and poſſeſſions - 
the whiche to gette to gether thou 
dyddeſt conſume all thy lyfe dayes: 
On whom than voylte thou ſeke 
foꝛ ſuccour and helpe: O myſerable 
woꝛetche / to whom wylt thou go? 
Whither voylte thou flee? Lo thy 
rycheſſe? Delas they can nothynge 
helpe the / and thoughe they coudse / 
yet are they in other mens poſſeſſiõ. 
wylte thou go to thy voluptuous 
pleaſures ? Theſe lyke as they be 
ioyned to the bodye / ſo they dye to 
gether with the body. Wylte thou 
flee to thy luſty and valyant yo 
age? Ah euerye mannes olde age 
ceth to Ris youthe. Wylt thou tice 
to thy comely ſhap and beautye, the 
vohiche very late made the pꝛoude / 
⁊ entyced euerye bodye to loue the? 
| E 4 This 
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This tkinge alſo like as a roſe nipte 
oꝛ plucte from the ſtalke; fadeth ; ſo 
together by deth it withercth all a 
way. withereth away quod J;nay 
J may ſaye, it fadet a waye in to a 
griſely vgglynes. Foꝛ neuer none lo 
ved ſo well the beautie and ſhappe 
of a liuynge creature / as he abho: - 
reth the coꝛs oꝛ carkes of one that is 
deed, Your thou renne to thy olde 
gloꝛie ? Zhis thyngealſo, lyke as 
haue ſayd, yanyſheth avoay vtterly 
vohan thou dieſt. Finally to vhom 
wilte thou calle and crie foꝛ helpe? 
Wilte thou go to the fclovoſhippe-of 
thy frendes ? Delas ſome: of them» 
. 9s ſoone as fortunelleaueth the/they 
go theyꝛ way, like as ſwalo vocs do 
an ſomer is gone: and the other, 
Many remayne ſtyll thy ſrendes/can 
not come to helpe the. And what 
can it auayle oꝛ helpe th, if thy mi- 
ſerable frẽdes wayle ald knocke on 


thehꝛ bꝛeaſtis /if they ſcratche they? 


viſages 


ncrall, wolde ſhede all they: bloode 
turned mtoteares/ oꝛ if they wolde 
foꝛ thy ſake rũne madde, oꝛ fle them 
ſelfe to beare the companye? They 
may ſo hurt them ſelfe / but they can 


not delyuer the. Be woyyſe alſo and 


conſidre thy ſtate and condition be- 
times /pꝛepare and haue in a redincs 


thoſe thinges / with vohiche thou be 


inge fortified; mayſt careles oꝛ woith 
out dꝛede abide the laſte daye. 
Thoughe richelle, pleaſure, and no- 


blenes were bothe certayne and p2o _ 


ſitable / vohiche thinge is farre con- 


trarie: yet without dout to one that 


oicth, they are a heuy burden. But 


than vertue begynneth to be pꝛofi⸗ 


table. And ſurely if theſe woꝛla 


thynges wolde neuer leaue vs / yet 


muſte woe nedes foꝛgo them: but ver 
tue dotke neuer foꝛſake our compa- 
nie, noꝛ ceſſetꝶ; to helpe vs. 


NV Noll. 
viſages, if they, wepinge at thy fus 
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DE CON. 
CThat the woꝛld is both miſerg- 
ble and ſcelerous. The ſcuenth 
Chapyter. 


bou clerelye perceyueſt good 
Joyce/ho v falſe oꝛ diſcciuable/ 
howe flittynge and howe peſtilent 
the goodes of this woꝛld be if they 
of right may be called goodes) nov 
contrarye woyſe / J wyll declare to 
the in ic woe wordes, the ylles that 
come of them. Perauenture in tyme 
paſt it was no wonder, though we 
were plucked and dꝛavwocn voitꝶ pein 
out of this woꝛlde, whan hit flou- 
ryſſhe as it were in youthe: but 
nowe cxcepte we diſceyue our ſelfe, 
in vohat thynge may the. world diſ⸗ 
cque vs? What euer and as many: 
ſlaughters / murthcrs- ruines, and 
diſtructions / that chaunced oꝛ fell on 


mankynde in tyme paſt / ſome at one 
tyme and ſome at another, they al- 
ſayle and enuade vs in our dayes all 

| on 
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on a hepe at ones, as warres-derth, 
ſcarſite / pentiry,barenneſſe, Tmany 
a ſtraunge ſickenes ? yca vhat yuel 
oꝛ miſchiefe is it / that wee haue nat 
ſeen in our dayes? J am nowe. xxiiii. 
yeres olde / and in all this ſeaſon the 
warre neuer ſtynted. It wold ſeme 
that Sylla were come agayne with 
his partiall parte takynge /oꝛ cediti- 
on. And vohiche lo cuer of the par- 
ties dothe oucrcome, well J wotte 
the countraye is ſubdued, and gylt- 
es doth ſuffer great afliction. What 
mſerable examples of penurie and 
amyn haue we ſcene? In ſo moche 
Hat many haue lyued with beaſtes 
foode, and many haue dyed for very 
hũger. And as the woꝛld goth no vo, 
ma had nede to aue the riches of. 
ing Lreſus, which yet foꝛ all that, 
e ſhal with gret ſparyng ⁊̃ nigarde- 
hyp ſcantly ſynde his houſſholde, 
And farther : J putte the caſe that 
thou thy ſelſe doeſt lyue welthyly : | 


yet 
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5 DE CON, 2 
yet euery thinge is ſo full of calami- 
tic, that to here the lamentations/ / 
and to ſe the miſeries / wherin other 
poꝛe creatures ar voꝛetchidly wraps 
ped/ſhal make the miſerable. Moꝛe 
ouer the ſedes of all miſchefes ar ſo 
ſpꝛouted out/that nowe in our days 


we paſſe and ſarre excede the ironne 


age, vohcrof men dyd ſynge a thou- 
ſande yeres ago. 


C Of ſturdy indurate ir on the beſte age 


framed was, 
Than pꝛeaſed in al miſc$iefe ihe wozkh e 
rounde aboute, | 


wgicge of a woꝛſe metkak nature did c3paſſe 


Foz ſPamefaſtnes, and troutge, with feitge 
were dziuen out | 

In wßoſe ſtede came in an vngratious route 

Subtikte, falſß ode, mepntenance @decepte, 

Ethe one to decepue other that fie i awapte. 


C witz Couetous that captife; to catehe 
that catche mape 4 
By tobberie and extozcion their fpues fo: 
. fo keade, 
Eche one of other ſtandinge in a frape, Ts 
e 
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Toe py of He ſonne ſtandetß in feare 
ze! 

One 6:ofber of an offer can ſcanfky truſte 

to ſpede, 

On Methamozpgoſeos pe map rede tis 

warke / 

In guuenak akſo, tgat moche noble cfarke. 


Cwhicbe ſayt$, bowe tbe wozkde, that we 
kyue in nowe, 
Js wozſe than the ir onne wozkde, that men 
dpdde ſo cakk, 
Foz . conde neuer fpnde ße meanes 
pet Howe, 
That any name of mettalkł mpabt aptefy 
nowe falt 1 
To caffe this wozlde by his name, gige 
wozk de is wozſte of alk, 
Wogſe than the iron wozlde, of copper, oz 
of 62affe, 
This wozlde is the etched wo2kde, that 
euer was. 


C fo: if if were founde, (hat « a man nowe 
a daßpes 


mokde e the gage 02 pledge fo 
bym fapde - 

Oz defpuer agapne, 91 tbe partie bm 

__ _ paapsz 
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8 Bo q 6fmoney, that was fo gym . 
En — fo2 to kepe, and truly actapn repaid 
Ot mpgbe welny de enrolde, and weptten 

fo2 a wonder 
That couctous and monep coude ſo des 
parte a ſonder. 


So wonder fulk it were g ſo pzodicions 

That it myabt well be regeſired / and 
ripefy enrolde 

Of tbe Tuſcans, amonge tHepz xecozdes 
ſuperſtitious 

Engroeſſed with encHauntementes mer - 
naplous to be tolde 

Pꝛonoſtpcatynge what thynge ſo euer 
(hep wolde 

By pꝛoturation of a kambe (haf crows 

ned ttzere was 

Amonge them to bꝛynge ſuche wonders 

fo paſſe, 


C Df true and faythſulk people ie nom- 
Be is ſo ſmalk 

That J trowe there be ſcante ſo many 
good men 

Us Thebes tbe cyte had gates aboute 
theyʒz walk 

which had but. di. gates as antboꝛse me den 

wbich nombze mai eſelp be waite with a 5 

a 
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Oz as tere be but. vii. pa 
that flo de 
Hnuneth map be founde ſo many true men 


and good. 


C what wilt thou do in the world, 
if thou canſte nat no2 haſte nat the 
caſt to fo:ſvpere thy ſelfe, noꝛ to y- 


magene fraude and gyle / noꝛ to diſs 


ceyue thy ney ghboure, noꝛ to ſteale 
and bꝛibe? But thou ſayeſt, what 
haue Ito doo with theſe vooꝛldlye 
maners and yuell cuſtomes ? All my 


care is onely to lyue trevoly ⁊ rygꝑ- 
touſly. If al thy care be to lyue righ- 


rouſly, loke thathou get the lyghtly 
oute of this woꝛlde, for the wooꝛld 
and vertu wyll in no voyſe agree to- 
gyther . Thou mightelt ſayc that J 
yed / if hethat is the very frende of 


yertu dyd nat ſay / that all the vooꝛld 


is ſet on wickednes. Noꝛ thou ſhul- 
deſt nat ſaye ſmylynge to thy ſelfe: 
'vhat ſo euer other do / perteyneth 
aothyng to me: I care but foꝛ myne 
owe 
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3 a 

* | i 

ſſages of Nikus | 


owne ſelfe. Truly ſwete Joicethou 
art clene wyde and out of the way: 
foꝛ it ſkyllet greatly with whome 
thou doeſt leade thy lyfe, foꝛ the diſ- 
eaſes of the ſoule ſpꝛaule abꝛ ode oꝛ 
inſecte none other wyſe; than the 
cotagious maladies ef the body do. 
There is nothyng moꝛe perilous tha 
yuell company. Admpytte it be ſo / 
that thou loueſt vertue aboue all 
thyngcs: and woylt accompany. the 
with an vngratious caytife : Powe 
longe ſhallut: be oꝛ tou mayeſt re- 
duce hym to thy maners ? yea / he 
ſhall rather (as we be gyuen and en- 
clyned naturally to yll) coꝛrupte the 
with his venome, and enſecte the 
with his ſcabbed curſedneſſe, and 
make the like him in condicions / and 
at the laſt, the comon prouerbe ſhall 
be verified on you twayne, that 1s, 
Birdes of onc colour flye togydcr . 
But thou ſayeſt / who ſhall dꝛyue o: 
compelle me to leade my lyfe with 
vngra⸗ 
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tious and a miſchcuons felowe 


tell the thyn age and nedefull buſy- 
nes: and farthermoꝛe that vngentyl 
ſhamefaſtneſſe: but yet of trouth, it 
s moſt part in men of gentyl mynde 
and coꝛage: And laſtly, the vn wo? 
thy condycions of thy felowes. Jf 
thou be requyꝛed to go make good 
chere, 02 to do oꝛ playe ſome other 
leude pꝛanke / it boterh oꝛ aueyleth 
the nat to excuſe the by ſome buſy- 
neſſe / 02 cls that thou arte acraſed, 
fo! though thou ſwoere it on a boke / 
thou ſhalt nat be beleued:and eyther 
they wil note the foꝛ a nigarde oꝛ cls 
for a ſlouene. Mhat voylte thou do ? 
Perauenture bycauſe thou woldeſt 
nat be ſo noted, thou woylte folowoe 


tome to the tauern oꝛ brothel houſe 
ere euery man hath his wenche. 

tell it that is mooſt Honeſt /] am 
aſhamed to regerce th 
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Doeſt thou aſke that queſtion? J 


theyz mynde and entente. Whan ye 


eyꝛ other fyl⸗ 
F thy 


thy dedes: and yet they be nat a- 


ſhamed to commytte and do them 
many tymes and oſte. Than they 
begyn to ſtryue and crake who may 
dꝛynke beſt: And he that can dꝛynke 
mooſte, is the meryeſt / the gayeſt, 
9nd the iolycſt felowoe. Than what 
is it that dꝛonkenes wil nat pꝛouoke 
oꝛ cauſe to be done ? Than Pythyas 
ſemethe moche fayꝛcr. Than Chꝛc- 
mes is farre moꝛce merycr. And it is 
bothe trcyyely and commonly ſayd: 
that without good metes and dꝛin. 
kes / bodily luſt yoareth colde . An 
wan they be wery of dꝛynkynge 
and bankettynge / than they fall tc 
reuclynge and dauncynge . Thanne 
vohole minde is ſo voell oꝛdred, ſo 
ſadde / ſtable / and conſtante / that 
ti2cle wanton dauncynges,the ſwin⸗ 
ginge of the armes-the ſwoete ſovonc 
of thc inſtrumentes / and feminin ſyn- 
gynges / wolde nat coꝛrupte, ouer- 
come, and ytterly mollific 2 

Ye 
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ye and farther the 


medon, and Neſtoꝛ. And whan the 
miſtrel doth make a ſigne to ſt int, thã 
if thou do nat kyſſe her / that thou 
leading by the hande diddeſt daunce 
with, thou {haltc be taken ſoꝛ a rus 
ſticall oz an vpl andy ſhe vyllayne- 
with out any good mancrs 02 nur- 
ture. Of the other ſpoꝛtes © playes, 
the vohiche are moꝛe thamctull than 
theſe / and mucnted- onely for bo- 
dvlycluſte and wantonnes / J wy ll 
nat ſpcke . Mold to good tacy wold 
no moe vie them. If thou ſhuldeſt 
refuſe to do any of theſe thynges / 
and woldeſt aſſayc to do ſome thing 
of mote ſadnes and pꝛudence / they 
woyll eſteme and counte the vnma- 
1erly, cloubbyſihe, frowarde / and 
leane contraryeto all mennes my n- 
des. And to the entente that thou 
woldeſte eſcge we that blemyſhe 
F 2 02 


baladesthat they 
ſynge be ſuch, that they wold kendel 
vp the coꝛage of the olde ⁊ cold Lao- 
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don blame, O-whatfylthy actes doeſt 
thou commytt So thus vohile thou 
woldeſt flye and eſchevoe hatred / 
while thou art aſhamed to be repu- 
ted wayvoarde oꝛ frowarde whyle 
thou art aſhamed in dede to ſenze 02 
be a lyttel ſnamefaſt (as ſaint Augu- 
ſtyne ſaythe) thou doeſt foꝛgette al 
ſhame : And vohan thou art enfected 
with lyke ſcourfe and ſcabbe, than 
thou endeuoureſt thy ſelſe, and gocſt 
about to enfect other. But admytte 
thou doelt nat accompany with no 
wicked 02: ſynfull caytyfe {whiche 
were athynge of greatte meruayle) 
yet the poyſon of the maladie o: 
ſickenes is wont nat onely with tou- 

chynge, that is to ſay contactu/woher- 
of the maladies oꝛ diſeaſes be called 
contagia / but alſo with beholdynge 
to crepe and enfecte one. Foꝛ the 
holle and ſounde eies with behol- 
dyngc oꝛ lokynge on ſoꝛe eyes take 
gurte. And verely J ſuppoſe/ that 
JD 2 ; te 


VNDI., 


levode entycementes/ that pꝛou 
and ſtere vs to fylthy iyn . fr 


moſte gentyl Joyce / as thou deſyreſt 


thyn owone welthe / loke that thou 
fee and eſchewoe this ſcabbed and 
ſcuruy company: and dꝛawe vnto 
them / by whole conuerſation tou 
mayſt amende thy lyſe. 


C What felicite is in ſolitarie 
lie. The. vui. Laptre. 

AL be it that J uppoſe, that 
haue ſpoken of the foꝛeſay 
thinges W en y- yet tothe intent 
that thou ſhuldcſt nat onely with a 
good voyll but alſo ioyfully ſcyppe 
fromthe > would and ronne to religi- 
gion, that is to ſaye, nat ſo moche' 
hatynge oꝛ agreued with the yls of 
the woꝛlde / as deſyꝛous of our delis 
cious pleaſures, me thynke it were 


nat inconucnient to reherſe no woe in 
F 3 ſewe 


the eies be the chiefe 3 fall | 1 
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fewe words / the commodytes of 
onriytc,vohichc thynge to do, it be- 
houcth me to be bꝛefe, both bycguſe 
I haue ſpent moche tyme laboure, 
and paper, mitraytly dy ſeuſſyng of 
the ucts ⁊ calamites of this world, 
and yet the greatucs therof requy- 
rcti> moche moꝛe than hath ben ipo- 
kcn(fo2 in maner no wordcs oꝛ time 
of communication to diſcuſſe it/coud 
ſuffiſc) and eke bycauſe me thought 
thou beganſt to ware wery of my 
babolynge and alſo bycauſe thole 
thynges are moꝛe eaſyly percey ued 
than declared. Therfoꝛe J wolde 
rater that thou ſhuldeſt lerne them 
by experience than by my declaryng / 
and rather ro {crche them oute thy 
ſelfe than to be perſuaded . Novo 
ſwete Joyce withdꝛavoe the ly ght- 
lye from rhe troublous buſynes of 
this woꝛlde; and come to vs. And 
than at laſt thou ſhalte percey ue and 
ſe hovyc farre the falſe and diſcey- 
Nh uable 


* MVNDI, - 
uable pꝛoſperite of the woꝛlde doth 
differ from very felycyte, and ho we 
farre our labours and trauayles do 
paſſe and excell thy delitcs. J ſaye 
thou ſhalt vnderſtand and perceyue 
hit, lyke as one voere waked out of 
his ſlepe/the voNich all the vogile he 
ſlepcth ſuppoſynge that imaginati- 
ons and phantaſies, that. appere to 
hym in his ſlepe / be true / e reioy- 
cet / he dꝛedeth he exhaltethe hy m 
ſclfe, and is moued with a thouſand 
affections. But as ſoone as the ſle pe 
is goone, he than perceyucth, that 
he was deluded and mocked with - 
imaginations, yea and he gym ſelfe 
laugheth at his dꝛeames: Solykes 
wyſe / vhan thou ſhalt clerely per- 
ceyue and vnderſt ande the felicite of 
our inſtitution oꝛ lyfe, O ho we ofte 
than / van the dꝛeames of thy for» 
mer lyfe come to thy remembꝛance, 
and beynge avoaked oute of that 
woꝛldly ſlombꝛe / wylte thou ſave? 
F + A good 
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be ſyde my ſelfe, that any of theſe 
tryfels delyted me ? Daue ſuche 
phantaſyes in tymes paſſed of falſe 
and vayne goodes ſo rauyſed my 
mynde and woytte / that no deſyꝛe of 
thynges that be good in dede coude 
entre in to me? Therſoꝛe nowoe good 
Joice / if thou be a ſlepe awoake / e- 
cepte thou haddeſt leauer be happy 
in dꝛeamynge than happy in dede. 
If thou nappe a litel, open thyn cics 
and ſhake it of / leſt the depe Nepe 
ſtele vpõ the. But in caſe that thou be 
awaked, as ] ſuppoſe thou art, thai 


leſt the example of ſlepers, oꝛ clles - 


ol the violẽce flepe perſuade the ther 
to:hye the as faſte as thou canſte out 
of this lande of Babylon, ful of dꝛea- 
mes and ſhadowes; and gette the 
apaſe to oure Vieruſalem. Why 
lokeſt thou be hy nde the? Why Rag - 
gereſt? Why doſt thou ſtayc oꝛ ſtand 

y whyle 2 It is alway hurtſull / 
| | . gs 


| 
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96Lucan ſaythe, to differre 02 pꝛo⸗ 
longe thefe thynges forthe, that be 
redye pꝛe 3 Bo to, bꝛeake of al 
delayes : foꝛ it is nat a lyght oꝛ a tri- 
. buſynes / that thou arte in 
hande with / the matter concerneth 
or toucheth thy ſoule : the which is 
{0-worthy ⁊̃ ſo noble a thynge, that 
for the Welche thcrof thou oughtett 
nat. oncly to leaue and foꝛ ſake hoſe 
thynges, that thou loueſt moſt dere- 
ly, but alſo wyllyngely to take on 
the and ſuffer mooſte garde and gre 

uous peyne and trauayle . 
If an excellente and a perfecte coun- 
nynge phulition wolde ſaye to one, 
that were ſycke / and vnlyke to 
eſcape dethe: Suffer a lytell whyle, 
and I vwoyll reſtoꝛe the to thy helthe 
agayne: Tell me what rough hand- 
8 touchynge / and gre- 
won thꝛowes / wolde he with 
155 te good woll endure ? He wold 
er his lymmes to be toren and 
E 5 . 
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haled with boiſtous iron inſtrumen- 
tes/to be launced,cutte, burned, and 
a thouſande other wayes paynfully 
handled, yea he wolde fuftre ſome 
peynes / that be moꝛe greuous than 
the very dcthe, to the ende to eſcape 
dethe, and a lyttell vohyle pꝛolonge 
his woꝛetched lyfe. O good loꝛde / 
ſhulde any thynge ſeme greuous to 
the to ſuſſer; that thou mighteſt ther 
bi eſchewo the detꝶ of thy foule, yea 
vcth cuerlaſting ? If the chance ſtode 
ſo, that thou muſt nedes choſe one 
of theſc.yj.conditions-either to ſuffer 
thy body to be clene cxtincted, ⁊̃ vt- 
terly diſtroyed/that thy ſoule might 
live euerlaſtingly: 02 els by dcthe of 
thy ſoule to opteyn life of thy body: 
J belcue thou woldeſt nat take long 
aduiſe ment, cxcepte thou were moꝛe 
madder than any franticke man, but 
that thou woldeſt quickely choſe 
rathcr the perpetual life of the ſoule/ 
than the very ſhoꝛte ly ſe of the _y 

4 Yo 
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dy. And thcrſoze tel me good Joice/ 
wylte thou nat lyue bothe bleſſedly 
and perpetually? It wocre greatte 
marucyle but thou woldeſt / foꝛ 
what is he that wolde nat? But 
thou wylte ſaye: By what meane 
maye J opteyne to lyue alway bleſs: 
ſedly ? Go to, J pꝛaye the begolde 
vohat a great thynge with a ly ttell 
laboure thou mayſte come by. To 
optey ne this thynge / thou nedeſt nat 
to flye in the ayꝛc with Dedalus 
wynges no? to trauayle and paſſe 
the daungerous ſees / noꝛ to take on 
hande the peynefull labours of Her- 
cules, no? to leape in to the fyꝛcʒ not 
no manne wyll conſtrayne the, that 
for this thynge thou ſhuldeit hale 
and tcare thy lymmes, no: ſlec thy 
ſclfe. Fynallye / who wolde ſaye 
that thc martyꝛs in olde tyme voere 
peuiſhe, the vogiche on hope and 
truſte of this felicitic - wolde nat 
denye 02 reſuſe any maner peynes 

N 02 
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oꝛ cruell turmentes, no, nat the very 
deth to be harde oꝛ greuous to the 2 
Take hede I pꝛaye the / howeabun- 
dauntly oure benigne and lyberall 
loꝛde hath beſtowed his giftes vpon 
vs/and agayne, ho vo eaſye and light 
his commaundementes be, De pꝛo- 
miſed euerlaſtynge felicite to them / 
that haue deſerued dethe . What 
thyng can be moꝛe benigne 02 boun-· 
tifull tan this pꝛomiſe ? ye ⁊ what 
is moꝛe ſure and certein? But now, 
what dothe he commaunde the to 
do ? Foꝛſothe nothynge/but that in 
the meane tyme thou ſhuldeſt dili- 
gently pꝛepare and make thy ſelfe 
redy to receyuc ſo great and ſo excels 
lent a gyft i Thou wylt aſke me, by 
what way this ſhuld be done ? N 
man can receyue the yery felicite, (0 
longe as he is poſſeſſed and holden 
in captyuyte and thꝛaldome of falſe 
felicite. Wylt thou liue euerlaſtyng- 
ly Than loke that thou lyue well. 
| Wylt 


Wilt thou entre in to paradiſe 2 The 
loke that thou foꝛſake this woꝛlde: 
for as ut is mooſt miſchifefull, ſo it is 
moſt troublous and peynfull. Doeſt 
thou deſyꝛe and couet to be ioyned 
to god ? Than ſe that thou endeuoir 
the to be oute of the dyuels ſnares. 
Doeſt thou loue true ryches ? Than 
thiowe awaye from the, the falſe, 
If thou haue delite in very honours: 
leaue thy ſekyng fot the falſe. What 
moze ti Doeſt thou loue very trewe 
beatytude ? Loke thanne that thou 
ictſake theſe ſwete trauailes/yea the 
laboꝛous ſwetenes of this woꝛlde. 
What thynge is mote ſofter 02 eſyer 
than theſc pꝛeceptes? Mho To euer 
kepeth them, ſhall haue very felicite 
foꝛ his rewarde: and the kepyng of 
goddes commaundementes is the 
begynnynge of felycyte. As though 
he commaunded thus: Leaue to be 
wꝛetched, that ye may be welthye: 
Leue to be ſeruauntes, that ye may 
enioy 
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enioy liberte. O whata great 


BE CON. * 
dyf⸗ 
ference is bet vocne goddes comman- 
de mentes and the dy uels ? OD, how 
contratyly they ſtryue and contende 
togyther ? Fo after the dyuell hath 
caught vs on his hoke with a lytteli 
bayte of falſe delectation: O good 
loꝛd into wat hoꝛrour oz vgglincs/ 
in to what fylthines/ and in to what 
myſeries dothe he caſte vs? And 
at length / wha he hath deluded and 
mocked vs his l, he ttranglecth vs. 
God by very lyttell and ſhoꝛte ſoli- 
cirudes and grefcs (the whiche we 
ſuffer nat thzough any faute of the 
thynges / but tz ougk oure ovwne 
faute) ladet vs to ioy increchble / 
and at length he gyucth vs the bliſſe 
of geuen. The dy uels pꝛo notion is 
diſcey tfull / his warrefare is ſowcr, 
and his wages (which as the ſcrip- 
ture docth wytnes is dcthe) is moth 
lo wycr of all. Goddes obligation is 
faythfull and ſure: the longer Nat 
his 


VN 14 
his warreendureth, the ſweter and 
moꝛe pleaſant it is: and his wages, 
whiche is bleſſed immoꝛtalite / is 
molt ſwocteſt of all. The lyfe of them 
that folowe the dyuell is vozetched, 
the dethe moꝛe wretched, and after 
vethe a lyfe moſt wretched of all. 


and after deth foleweth a lyfe moſte 
welthy and bleſſed of all. WHO 


frely make warre vnder ſo eaſy and 


ſo liberall a capitayne / whiche put- 


teth ys to ſo ſwete labours? If thou 
gyue but lyttell credence to my woꝛ⸗ 
des, garken to hym exhoꝛtynge vs / 
that canne nat diſceyue (foꝛ what 
leaſynge can trouthe make:) 
Take my yocke vppon you, and ye 
ſhall fynde reſte foꝛ youre ſoules: 
foꝛmy yocke is ſwete / and my bur. 
then lyghte . What ioye troweſt 
. thou, after they2 victoꝛie, ſhall LI 
by. gue 
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But to goddcs ſeruauntes the lyfe 
is welthy / the dethe mote welthy / 


wolde nat mooſte gladly, yea and 
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haue /triumphynge in henen euerl 
ſtyngly, with moſt high renowmed 
pompe / to whom the labour of the 
wartarchereits ſo delectable : Dow 
pleaſaunte ſhall that Rappye liberte 
be, if his yocke be ſvocte to vs? J 
wote well there be ſome; that wy ll 
take for a wounder, theſe woꝛdes 
that j haue ſayde: but yndoubred 
they be of that ſame ſoꝛte / whiche 
moſt lyke vnto brute beaſtes, deme 
all telicite to reſt and be in the taſt of 
the mouthe and pleaſure of the bea- 
ly. It is harde to make ſuche to be- 
leue that the labours, woetrvppon 
the lyſe of religious perſons is em- 
ployed, be neyther greuous / noꝛ he- 
uy oꝛ peynfull / but rather pleaſaunt 
⁊ iocunde. But leyng ſuch felowoes 
wyll nat beleue the very trouthe, } 
wolde they ſhuld ſerche and make a 
pꝛofe therof them ſelſe. And on pein 
of my Iyfe they ſhall nat be diicey- 
ned, ſo that rhey do they: beſt / — 
aſſay 
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pt Ie, VNDIc 
aſſay it as they 
if it irke 02 greue them to make a 


they ſhulde; gyue credence to thoſe 
that haue pꝛoued religion. Foꝛſoth 
7 dare affy:me it with an othe that 
cuery thyng in religion is full of ple⸗ 
ſure. Nothyng is more plentifull oꝛ 
bundant thi our pouerte / notꝑyng 
is moꝛe reſtfull than oure labour oꝛ 
trauayle/ our abſtinence and faſtyng 
is ryght ſuſſiſant, oure narowe oꝛ 
ſtrayte rowome / is to vs large, woyde / 
nd bꝛode, our watchynge is to vs 
mnoꝛe gladder than any ſlepe. But 
and I ſhulde- ſwere this vppon a 
boke: yet ſome wold nat beleue me: 
yea they wolde deme me,ioynynge 
thoſe lo contrary tꝑinges to gether, 
no voyſer than he that wolde go a- 
bout to pꝛoue that the: darkene ſſe is 
'yght, and the light darkenes / that 
the fyꝛe is colde / and the water Rot. 
But what ſhulde one ſaye to theſe 
8 beaſtly 


pꝛofe? Than truely J wolde that 
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which have no 
reſon / noꝛ they vnderſtand no high- 
er than te coꝛpoꝛall ſenſys ? Well / 
yet I vopll nat leaue them ſo: They 
muſte bei allured and dꝛawen with 
ſome argument / very familiar and 
playne to their vnderſtandynge, that 
by thoſe thynges / the whiche vyto 
them be mooſt notables they ma) 
coniecte vohat theſe thyngeo be / of 
the vohich they haue but (mal know 
lege. Lette vs traine them into the 
countrey, oꝛ els if that be greuous 
vnto them, let vs go nere home to 
the hauen, and call to vs one of the 
-mariners / vohiche we woll / and 
ſay: Come hither good ſclowe / is 
nat the labour and toylynge, that 
thou haſt a ſhipbourd very greuot 
and peynefull to the? No ſayth h 
it is a pleaſure, Powe ſhulde thit 
be? Fot in this maner gettynge 0! 
thy lyuynge / ſemeth to be mo and 
greatter incommodites than in — 
| ormere 
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than on the tother ſyde / there be 
many thynges that greately enco- 
rage and comfoꝛte me. Fyꝛſt / what 
thyng is it/that ſwete luker oꝛ wyn⸗ 
nynge dothe nat make pleaſaunte? 
Nothyng is more plentiful oz richer 
han the ſee. There be many alyue 
at this day/vohich were very pooꝛe/ 
and no voc by trauaylynge and tur- 


moylynge on the lee oncly, they be 


excedyngly riche. Wo can tell we⸗ 
ther it (hal be my chaunce lyke voyſe 
oꝛ no: Farther / the cuſtomance and 
continuall vie therof, caſcth a great 
parte of my grefe: the vopiche con- 
tinuall cuſtome in thynges is withs 
out doute of ſo great effecte / that no- 
thynge is ſo greuous oꝛ paynfull to 
be done / but that the ofte doynge 
therof maketh it eyther pleaſante 02 
ar the leſte lyghte and caſye. And 
taitly,there be certayne thynges,the 


Wiziche do mitigate and make vs to 
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forget the peyne of our laboure and 
toylynge / as ſyngynge / talkynge, 
pꝛopꝛe ſpoꝛtis, and a thouſande o- 
ther ſuche lyke-thynges . ye haue 
harde this I thinke plainly inough. 
Nowe if we ſhulde go from warke 
houſe to warkehoule/ I trow euer 
man wolde anſwoere and ſaye to ys 
the ſame / 02 very lyke vooꝛdes. 
Mat foloweth than? Truely ifyn- 
certayne hope foꝛ ſo ſmalle and vile 
luker, maketh ſo greuous laboure- 
and toilyng pleaſant to theſe labou- 
rers and woꝛkemen: why ſhuld na! 
the moſt certayne and ſure aby dyn 
fo euerlaſtynge fclicite, cauſe. and 
woꝛke the ſame in vs: If contynu- 
all vſe and cuſtomance be of ſo great 
effecte, and may do ſo moch amon:, 


them / foꝛ what cauſe ſhuld it nat 
Iyke wylein religion ? If they hau 
wayes / with the vohiche they alle - 

uiate and eaſe theyꝛ incommodites 
any 
mo 


⁊ grefes: no doubte we haue m 


bertye 


NM VN DI. 
mo and better to mitigate oure tri - 
bulations and peynes. 


C Powe that far greater liberte is 
in religion than in the world, 
The ninth Chapiter. 


Ba to ſpeke, theſe.iii.thinges 
Fbe in religion, Libertie, Zrans 
quillite, and pleaſure. Of Libertie 


(roherof IJ wyll fyꝛſt entreat) al vve 


be moſt deſirous, euery man abozeth 
ſerusge and thꝛaldome: in ſo mock 
that many haue kilde them ſelfe foꝛ 
very hate therof which eſtemed ly- 
better thannelyfe, and vethe 
better than ſeruage. Ypherfore if 
folkes delite ſo moch in libertie / that 
to bye falſe liberte coſt them ſo dere- 
lye, ho voe gladly oughte they to en- 
brace and deſyꝛe the inſtitution of 
our lyfe / as it wherinis perfect and 
trewe libertie ? But here ſome 'ig- 
noꝛante felowe wyll ſayeto me: If 
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FO EST CONT -| 
lybertie (after Ciceros diſſiniti on) be 
to ly ue as thou wylte thy felfe /] can 
nat ſe hovo you religious men ſhuld 
have any ly bertie at all: foꝛ ye ly ke 
byꝛdes ſhuttein a cage dare aduen- 
ture to do nothinge / neither to cate 
noꝛ ſpcke / to ſlepe noꝛ wake / to goo 
noꝛ come noꝛ ſo moche as ones to 
yane, without the abotte oꝛ ſuperi- 
our commaunde you. J ptaye yo. 
do ſuche folkes ly ue at they: jj ber- 
tie ? No certaynely, no moꝛe than 
Hoꝛſes oꝛ aſſes be at they: lyberte 
the whiche are bꝛydled and pꝛickec 
with the ſpurres /to go gere < there 
where ſo euer the ry der wyll haue 
them . But al this argument is ſone 
dalſhed . Foꝛ we voyll nothyng but 
that that is leful: and therfoꝛe it 15 
lefull fot vs to doo vohat ſo euer vo 
wyll. But touchynge our liberte 
Jwyll ſpeake moꝛe aſterwarde. 
Nowe gyue me leaue to qucſtyon 
agayne with the a lytell. 
; Tell 


MYNDI. - + 
Tell me / arte thoun 


nat aſhamed / to 
ſaye thou arte at thy lybertie in the 
woꝛlde, wan thou haſte mo may- 
ſters than thou canſte nombꝛe in a 
da ye? -F yaſt thou muſt attende and 


buſy ne ſſes / to the wohiche who fo e⸗ 
uer ones gyueth hym ſel fe, they are 
wonte to wꝛappe and with ſuche 
cheynes to lynke gym in / that whi- 
ther 02 wohiche waye fo. euer they 
:2vwe, he muſt nedes folo we after. 
What and thou haue a voyfe / yea 


locke is a thynge recipzocate? Take 
hede, there be an other peyꝛe of fet- 
ters. For truely by that, there gro- 
voeth to the an other greuous ſer⸗ 
uage, and oute of it thou canſte nat 
lyghtly: get, Farther, vohat thou 
be a wicked ⁊ q ſinſul luer 2 O good 
loꝛde, in to what a bondage © thꝛal- 
dome arte thou than ironne? Now 
loke how many yices er haſte 2 
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apply thy minde about the woꝛldly 


thou muſte nedes be had, foꝛ weds ' 
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ſom — moficods 

many may muſte obe y / 
yea ſuche maiſters as are moſt terri- 
ble / abominable und cruell. For 
vho wolde deme that man to be at 
is libertie, the:vohiche can nothing 
diſobey his bodily luſte, but what ſo 
ever it commaundeth, yea thoughe 
it be moſt ſylthy as it is alway and 
moſte garde oꝛ peinefull / as it is oft, 
yet ge muſt nedes obey? Thyne eyes 
deſyꝛe ſlepe / and fay ne thou woldeſt 
ſlepe: but to the entente that thou 
ſhuldeſt nat / thy ryghte ſtately mai 
ſtres fieſhly luſte lettethe theſſhe by 
deth the to raue in the nyght / anc 
to ronne aboute / to viſet thy para- 
mour / and in a foule ſty nkynge bo- 
thell ho voſe amonge hooꝛes 4 brab- 
bes to paſſe forthe the nyghte voith- 
ſlepe . And there thou muſte be 
gladde to pleaſe a ſtynkynge harlot : 
if ſhe cõmaunde the to do any thing: 
thou muſte do it: if ſhe foꝛbydde ib 
to do any thynge, thou muſte lyke 
wyſe 
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wyſe obey: if ſhe bydde the go thy 
waye; thou muſte departe: and yf 
ſhe byddethe come / thou muſte re - 
returne.Doſt nat thynk this a th:al - 

dome ot bondage moſte ſhamfull? _ 
M nat liberte hat a couetous man? 
He wolde fayne lyueat home, and 
ſo ſluggardy biddeth him. But may 
he do ſo continually? Wyl his may⸗ 
ſtres couetouſnes ſuffre that? What 
ſaith ſhe i Liueſt thou thus in ſleuth: 
Why ſyttyſt thou ſtyll ? Secſt nat 
what great voynnynge thou mygh- 
teſt haue / if thou woldeſt palle the 
ſee with marchandiſe in to France / 
Flanders / ⁊ other places? Comeof/ 
make the redy/thou muſt nedes take 
ſhyppynge: Lo / thou haſte: wynde 
at voyll. And thus to fullfyll thy 
maiſtres byddynge / thou trauayleſt 
by ſee and lande, yea all te woynter 


peſtes, noꝛ foꝛ thy wyfe, noꝛ foꝛ thy 
chyldren/ no noꝛ foꝛ thyn ovone lyfe. 
Gs Doſte 


"Y A =. «4 * * * i 
. 4 * to * ** 
. 34 + * CL AH A F 
i 4 * 192 SS SE + + 
7 a ' 8 N 
. * _ Wy ne 
F 1 
- My - - 
" 5 1. 4 
— 2 
„ Us 
2 bd 
- = 
, . : N 
1 
— : o i 
” 


longe, and haſte no care ſoꝛ the tem 
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Doeſt thou reken thy ſelfe this voy ſe 
to lyue at lybertie 2 And in reaſo- 
nynge a lyke pꝛoſe maye be made of 
euery other vice: but bycauſe me 
thynke this talkynge waxeth tedi- 
ous to the, I wyll paſſe ouer and 
ſpeake of other. thynges : but fy:ſte 
J wyllſhewe the in general / that no 
man beynge wicked © ſynfull can be 
at his libertie. Were thou neuer a- 
ſhamed ſoꝛy fo; thy-filthi life? yes 
I beleue many a tyme . Foz whois 
lo far paſt all grace, that neuer re- 
membzeth howo he hath liued? And 
vohan heſecth howe he is defy led 
eyther fo: feare of puniſſgement 702 
foꝛ the loue of vertue / he hathe an 
entẽt 02 purpoſe to amende his life. 
Thou ſayeſt it is ſo in very dede, and 
IJ ſtryue with my ſelfe other while 
to fozgo my moſt wycked maners: 
but whan jam about it, ye wolde 
nat beleue with what force and vio- 
lence cuſtome in ſynneſtoppeth me, 


Je 
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1 wil oꝛ no / it dꝛiueth 
me to myne olde affections. Thou 
ſayeſt voell and truely. WHatrtdane 
Doſt thou nat perceyue voꝛeteg Mg 
what gret captiuite thou art bꝛouzt? 
Poſt nat now vnderſtand/that thou 
art a ſcruant vnto vices ? Foz vohan 
they percetue that thou art about to 
ea ue them ⁊ to ron away, they lay 
nandes ypon the, ⁊ as a ſcruant fait 
fettred, they thꝛo doe the in to the 
backe houlc. Ho to now madde fe- 
lo vo, and bolt to vs thy liberte / that 
art a ſeruaunte to the woꝛlde/to thy 
wy ey to Foꝛtune, to carnall luſt, to 
couetouſnes, to ambition, ye and to 
the diuel in lo moch that thou maiſt 
well ſaye with the maried man in 
Terence called Sy2us oe onely 
that in gym it is feyned and thou 
mayſt ſay it matter in dede) ] deſirc 
and wold fayne know, howe many 
maiſters I haue. And truely/as our 


countrey man Degius wꝛiteth. * 
o 
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DE CON 5 
To be ſeruant vnto many 
Js a ſtate oſ great myſery. 
Merto ſhulde I nowe remembꝛe 
to e our liberte oꝛ fredome ? Doth 
it nat ſeme a gret libertie to lyue out 
of foꝛtunes dominion ? If there be 
any foꝛtune, and neyther to dꝛed. 
her cruelty, noꝛ to deſyꝛe her favour, 
noꝛ nothynge-greued with her ad- 
ucrſefrowardnes, noꝛ nothyng the 
more infolent 02 ſtately for her luckt- 
nes. We dare as boldly deſpyſe her 
as Democritus dyd/ye and in det iſi 
on make a pot at her. She hat no 
power ouer vs. We haue to gether 
with woꝛldly ryches / to wen a- 
way from vs the deſyꝛe ol the ſame 
riches: yea we haue with god plaid 
the viurers . What and foꝛtune flee 
vs? yet we ſurely knowe, that no 
greuous thynge can chance vnto vs 
ſaue onely fylthy ſynne . They be a- 
of dethe, the wohiche lyue yll 
and ſynfully . But certaynly 92922 

an 
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and vertuous people doo nat onely 
lyue oute of the dꝛede of dethe, but 
alſo they deſyꝛe dethe / as the thyn 
that ſhulde from hence deducte an 
leade them to a more velthy and 
bleſſed Iyfe . Farthermoꝛe we haue 
all to bꝛoken the iron yea thecheyne 
as hard as the adamante ſtone / of 
vooꝛldly buſynes: and thus we be- 
yngelyghted and delyuered of that 
molt greuous fardel 02 burthen,and 
lyftynge yp oure myndes to heuen, 
vohat ſo euer is done beneth a lows, 
we deme our ſelfe to haue nothynge 
to do therwoit. Wherfoꝛe I praye 
the / what thyng can be more free 02 
moꝛe at lybertie ? Farthermore we 
haue by the helpe of god, ſhoken of 
our neckes the moſte harde oꝛ heuy 
yocke of terrible Pharao. We haue 
gyuen ouer and lefte to ſerue mooſte 
Hamefull and repꝛoued loꝛdes, J 
ncane vyces, but nat in ſuche wyſe, 
that we ſhuld neuer at no tyme com 
myt 


mytte ſynne oꝛ oſſende / I wote nat 
vohether any moꝛtall creature maye 
do ſo in this lyfe oꝛno . But as a va- 
liant woarriour that opteyneth gret 
laude and pꝛeyſe / and the name of 
a conqueroure / entreth boldly in to 
batayle / and manly fyghteth hande 
to hande with his enmy / and there 
receyucth many a greuous wound, 
but yet heeyther taketh oꝛ ſlecth his 
ennemy: And on the other ſyde, he 
that is taken, though he Raue neuer 
a wounde no nat ſo moche as his 
{kynnc bꝛoken / yet he is iudged to 

be vanquy ſſhedde and ouer come, 
and muſte ſuffer hym- ſeife to be 
ledde away as a pꝛyſoner in to cap- 
tiuite: So lyke voyle Hit happen vs 
to ſlyde, foꝛ as J haue ſaj de / almoſt 
no man can kepe hym lelfe alway: 
from ſynne: yet woe be ſure to ouc: 
come, voe be lure of our libertie, an 
we be incertayntic ot oure lyfe. 


Mhat dothe hit ſygnifye, that ** 
tNec 
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Noble 
the whiche 


beare them ſelfe manly 
in bataylle are wonte to yncouer 
theyꝛ bꝛeaſtis / to ſhevoe the ſcarres 
of theys woundes : Oꝛ vohy return 
they in to the cytie 02 lodgynges 
with the ſperes / dartes; and growes 
ſtyckynge ſtyll in theyꝛ bodies; lyke 
as they were by chance ſtryken and 
wounded in batayle ? Certeynlye 
to the ende that all folke ſhulde: ſe 
and vnderſtande / that they reken it 
moſte hygh worſhyp / in the defence 
of them ſclfe, and the welth of their 
countrey / to reſeeiue molt large and 
greuous woundes. yea truely they 
wold rather (wounded vnto deth) 
be caryed in to theyꝛ tentes or lod- 
ginges with victoꝛie / than holle and 
ſound (if they ſo coude) to come yn- 
der the ſubiection of theyꝛ ennemie. 
Who ſo cuer ſubmitteth him to vice 
and ſynne / he is in great thꝛaldome 
and a very bonde man to an enemy. 
But to what enemy? To an 9 
mo 
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moꝛtall, the whiche woll be moꝛe 
glad and fayne of dur dethe; thanne 
of his 3 What aa ſſameſull 
thynge is ir fo: man; and what an 
vnwoꝛthy thynge to mans-worthi- 
nes / to endure or ſuſſre/that the foule 
ſtynkynge dyuell ſhulde be his loꝛde 
and mayſter.and'fernaught by him, 
to whom he is bounde both foꝛ him 
felfe and al that euer he hath ? Spe- 
cially ſyth to ſerue hym (I ſaye al- 
mighty god) is moſte high libertie 
yea there is no libertie but that. 

Wherfoꝛe if there be any; that be- 
gynneth to waxe wery ol that ſer- 
uile and bondly libertie; and wolde 
gladly come to this free and mooſte 
uberall ſeruice: he muſte I ſaye ſck 
it in religion. Foꝛ as I haue ſayd li- 
berte is to ſerue god onely, the wohi- 
che canne be ſerued no where better 
thanne in ſolitary and places of reli- 
gion: ſoꝛ there is no where clles 905 

moc 


. 


C Howethey that lyue a ſolitary 
lyfe enioy a double quyetnes. 
The tenth Chapiter. 


thily de ſeryue tranqu llitie 02 


the world doth nat ruſſhe in here a- 
monge ys in religion. What thyng 
is there abtode in the woꝛllle, that 
is nat full of-bellynge-cryenge, hur- 
ynge and burlynge / and bulyneſſe? 
One wepeth, an other laugheth, he 
lamenteth he ſtriueth/he greteth)he 
tclleth ne vyes / onc calleth foꝛwoarde- 
an other comandeth to come backe, 
he is gone, he comet /one crteth and 
calleth out a loude, an other ronneth 
to and fro, yea whiche waye ſo euer 


Hou loke, vohere lo euer thou be- 


come, thou ſhalte fynde nothynge in 
quiete / but thou ſhalte fynde eucry 
45 H thing 


Vt vohat is he that c oude woꝛ⸗ 


uyete ? The ynreſifull rotynge of 
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ſuche voyſe, that itſhall ſeme to the, 
that thou. art all to toſſed amonge 
the raginge wa woes of the ſec, whan 
it is moſte troublous . Xohan ſhalt 
thou haue tyme amonge theſe thyn- 
ges to ſette thy mynd at reſt and qu. 
ete ? Mhat is he, that in ſo varyabl 
a ſtate of thinges can ſtand conſtant- 
ly ⁊ ſyue out of trouble? What thing 
in this vohyꝛle wynde may the de⸗ 
uine mynde of man cyther thynkc oꝛ 
do / that is worthy and beſemethe 
hym todo t Powe is it poſſyble that 
the ſoule / novoe made deſſe with cox 
tynual and ynſatiable roꝛynge © yel- 
lyng, may here her ſpouſe knockinge 
at the gates of her bꝛeaſt / and his 
voyce ſpekyng to her? Fo: a treuth 
Helyas perceyued nat, that our: 
loꝛde god was with hym, in the cite 
02 to wone / but in the mountayne, nat 
in the courte, but in the caue / nat in 
the whyꝛle wynde / that all to bre- 
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kcthe the ſtones, nat in diſturbance, {| 
no not in the fyꝛe but in the vohifſing i 
of the thynne and light ayꝛe. If thou | 
haddeit tyme to ouer rede the holye . |! 
hiſtozyes/ thou ſhuldeſt ſe and per- | 
ceyue, that the greatteſt myꝛacles of | 
diuine thynges vocre ſhewed and 
done in ſolytarye places, and nat | 
where great reſozte and company 
cre gathered. Foz where was 
that ſecrete and wonderous miſtery 
of the burnynge bouſhe that flamed 
vp, and peryſhed nothyng/ ſhewed 
o Moyles ? was it in the cities of 
Aegypt : No truclye. (foꝛ than he 
was fledde thence for dꝛede of the 
tyꝛan Pharao) but hit was done. 
in the hylle of god / after he hadde 
entredde in to the great, large, and 
hyghe wodde. Noꝛ the ccleſtiall 
ode Manna, woas nat ſente to them 
at dyd in habite great and noble tl 
/»4laices / but vnto them that dwoel- 1 
led in the floury ſnynge wyldernelle . il 
Th H2 YWherc 


Where was the, diuinepompe and 
triumphe celcbꝛate in gyuyng of the 
lawe / wan the celeſtial trumpettes 
gaue a terrible ſo vonde, nowe and 
than thondring and lightnyng with 
ſwyfte ſtame tiuſhynge out of the 
darke and thycke 'cloudes ? For 5 
trouthe this was done vppon the 
hylletoppe of Synay, all the com- 
mon people beynge commaunded to 
ſtande a ſide. And it is leſte in voꝛy- 
tynge, that inold tyme the pzophets 
chylderen / the vohiche in tyme to 
come ſhuld be pzophettis them ſelſc 
wolde ſoꝛ hatred of the riche ede- 
fices and ſumptuous buildyngesgo 


dwell vppon the ryuer ſyde of Joꝛ- | 


dan. John beynge moze than man / 
as he that was called the gungell 
of oure lorde / ] pꝛaye the where 
ledde he his heuenly and moſte pure 
lyfe 2 Where was he taughte the 
diuine ſecretes, that he doubted na! 
to poynte god with his fynger, that 

+ was 
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was in likenes 
he dyd nat lerne it at home wuth his 
father / but in che voylderuco. And 
what meancthÞit, that many tymes 
we ſe our loꝛde Jeſus hym ſelfe, as 
thoughe he were wery of company, 
departe aſyde in to ſolitarye places: 
How often is it red / that he taught 
inthe mountaynes ? And what my⸗ 
racles ſhewed he in deſarte places, 
and yppon the ſee cooſt / bothe in hea 
lynge of ſyckeneſſes, and in coꝛrec- 
tynge of the vices bothe of body and 
ſoule in cxpulſynge and caſtyuge out 
of wycked ſpirites, and in ſeadynge 
of ſo great multitudes of people, 


What tyme he wolde faſt he cleane 
abſented hym ſelfe, and woas in de⸗ 
ſerte places out of the ſyghtc of all 
folkes . In a mountayne that mooſt 
zratious viſyon was ſhed to his 
[he apoſtels. In the 3 of 
that nyght , in the vohiche _ 
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ſuffredde gym felfe to be taken, to 


the entente that he voolde pꝛaye, he 
departed and vent in to the o2char- 
des. It is he the whiche alſo byd- 
derh vs whan ve wol ptay-/to hyde 
vs in the ſecrete partes of our cham- 
bꝛe. And fynally it woas nat cauſc- 
leſſe but for great ſ kele that he was 
ſlavne without the cytye : ſo that 
tou mayſt lyghtly perceiue/that he 
fledde buſ klynge buſyncs, that he 
hated'the clamoꝛous aſſyſtence of 
peoplc;that he loued nat the cracke- 
lynge and dyune of the courtes / and 
that he delyted nat in the geteryng 
and frequece of people/but he ioyed 
to be alone, and loucd very moche 
tranquillite. Yoherto ſhuldeJ nove 
rehcrce the examples of man, the 
vh:iche be ot leſſe auctoryte? Men 
ſav that Þythagoras woas taughte 
many ſeeſhe thinges in the cauc cal- 
| Ito demed his ſchole 
of phyloſophy moche moꝛe _ 
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dious to be kepte atte Achademie 
ths within the 


tie of Athens. The 
etes them ſelſe feyned howe they 
adde I wotte nat what clyues and 
darke woddes / where they won⸗ 
ned 02 abode / as ofte as the diuine 
furour toke them :voherby they ſig⸗ 
nifye, that he that deſyrethe to en- 
dite 02 make any noble and goodly 
ditee / he muſt ſeperate him felf from 
company. Farthermoze, to ſpeake 
of the vulgar people, we ſe that gold 
ſmythes/peynters, and other arti- 
ficers / in whoſe votkemanſhyppe 
is any thynge of ſyngular induſtrie 
and greate connynge / wohan they co» 
uet to make any thyng moꝛe exactly 


By al which thinges/it i 
uident to pceiue, that copany 
anoietꝶ ⁊ greueth him rightmoche: 
H 4 the 
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dodo any ** of greatte voeyght 
and diſſiculte. And quicte is ryght 


that voyll enterpꝛiſe oꝛ go in hande 
with hygh a weighty maters. And 
vohatis a moꝛe higher I a moꝛe ſeri- 
ous buſines thã it tꝑat cocerneth thy 

ſoule helth, ⁊ bleſſed lyuyng 24 — 
foꝛ vohile thou abideſt in the wozld, 
thou canſt nat comodiouſly Kcheue 
this buſynes . Foz in vohat place of 
the woꝛlde ſhalt thou fyude quiete: 
But contrary veiſe good Joice, here 
in religion, all thynges be whiſhtc 
02 in ſylence, voithin / without, and 
euery vohere is perfecte peace. 2 he 
pleaſaunt receſſe oꝛ ſolytaryncs of 
the place, is the cauſe of ſylence:and 


peace ptocedeth or cometh of a very 
good andia cloſe mynde: And ſo 
moche nedeth the tothers 


helpe /t thou take awaye the 


5 CES wolde thynke that 22 
ther 
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opoꝛtune and vcry neceſſary for him 
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ther of both remayned: Foꝛ the out 
voardequietedothcheriſhe, noziſhe; Þ} 
and defende the in arde peace: And 

againe the outvoard quiete, without 

the in warde / wolde be greuous / 
ydell/ye and very hurtful . And one- 
ly-hym,that hathe his mynde gre- 

youſty vexed and troubled / the poet 
ſoꝛbyddeth to be alone, ſayenge. 


what euer thon doſt urtful ar places al one 
Be ware of ſole placis whan thou doſt mone 
wßitger woldeſt thou #64 flee oz ſtart aſid? 
Among coͤpany thou maiſt moze ſureky bide. 


os may nat here well ouer- 
paſſe ( all-thoughe TJ entende 
to be bꝛefe, for hit cometh ſo well to 
pourpoſe ) that ſame noble exhoꝛ- 
tation of the philoſopher Crates, 
the vohiche on a tyme, as he behelde 
and marked a yonge man, that van- 
dred al alone hither andthither- mu 
ſyng<imaginy nge verie pꝛofoundly 
vpon ſome thynge:aſ ked him wen 
1 HS e 


d 
P 
y 
L 
[4 
f 
? 
c 
C 
q 
£ 
f 
a 
* 
0 
5 
E 
s 
1 


- A 


7”, „ JN. — 
he dyd there? The yonge man an- 
' ſwered; I talke with my ſelfe. Take 
hede quod Cratces, that thou talke 
,nat with a levode 02 a naughtye fe- 
lowe. Eche of them anſwered me- 
ryly and quickely . Therfoꝛe ſolita- 
rynes in 8 perſon of laudable and 
good lyuyngis commendable : and 
contrary wyle to wycked and miſ- 
cheuous lyuers, nothynge is mote 
perillous. Foꝛ than theſe miſche- 
uous caytiues thynke on miſchiefe / 
than they conceyue in they2 myndes 
moſt cruel dedes, and tha they treat 
and reuolue ynhappy counſaylles 
bothe ſoꝛ them ſelfe and other. yea 
what ſhulde ſtere miſerable voꝛet- 
ches / to hatte to ſlee them ſelſe: if o- 
poꝛtunitie of ſolitarines dyd nat pꝛo 
uoke them therto? Who is he that 
euer dꝛanke poiſon / that higed gym 
ſelfe, that ſtickte him ſelfe, that bꝛake 
his necke, excepte he were alone: 
Thou ſayeſt to me: wherfoze then | 
doe 
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doeſt thou commende to me ſo moch 
ſolitarincs, a thynge ſo periltous ? 

Here haue I nothynge to anſwere 
more conueniently rhan the ſayenge 
of Lrates before remembꝛed: vohan 
thou liueſt by thy ſelfe alone, bewoare 
that thou lyue nat with a lewode oꝛ 
a wicked felowe, and than thou ne- 
deſt nat to dꝛede any thynge in ſoli- 
tarines. So depart away from com 
pany, that thou mayſt be moch far- 
ther of from yices: and loke that the 
places about the beſo in ſilence/that 
thy coꝛage and mynde gronte no? 
groudge nat. And al be it that J am 
longe in this matter / yet my mynde 
is nat to commende ynto the, the 
ſolytarines of Timon; J, wolde nat 
that thou ſhuldeſt ſepcrate thy ſelfe 
from all mankynde / as he dyd, but 
J woldethou ſhuldeſt league vnruly 
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company. And as touchynge the 
quicte J haue ſpoken ſuf⸗ 
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' "NoweJ,wyll buefdyentreat ofthe 


inwarde peace-the which lyke as it 
rcſteth 02 conſyſteth in the mynde, ſo 
it p2occdeth oꝛ cometh from a good 
and a pure mynde from vice. Foꝛ 
vertue is of ſuche ſtrengthe oꝛ effect / 
that it quieteth oꝛ ſctteth at reſt the 
mynde oꝛ coꝛage / wherin hit re- 
mayncth with an incredible peaſa- 
bleneſle, ye and it expelleth 02 auoy- 
deth al penſyuenes / hoꝛrour / dꝛede / 
and perturbation . What a thynge 
vertue is, thou ſhalte better vnder- 
ſtande, if thou lyſt to beholde, what 
grefes, what troubles / and vohat 
vcxations a wicked mind endureth. 
For he that is a thefe, a diſceyuer of 
the pcople, a hooze monger, a tray- 
tour /a rauiſher of women / an aduou 
trer / oꝛ other wile a miſcheuous cal- 
tiſe / his conſcience for the voycked 
dedes doth oppꝛeſſe hym (0, that he 
is all to toſſed and tombled with 
perpetuall care and dꝛede. The very 

ap 
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ſhappe oꝛ fourme of his wicked and 
miſcheuous dedes; lyke ae it were 
the horrible furies of Hrlle, ronne 
vpon gym / they fyerſiy aſfayle and 
enuade gym / bote ſlepynge and 
voakynge. At euery thynge he woax⸗ 
eth pale /e is afraid of eucry buſſhe/ 
but namely he dredecth ſuſpection / 
vhiſterynge, infamy , iugement / and 
puniſhement . But admitteabat he 
ſetteth naughtby all theſc thynges / 
and canne diſceyue the conſcience of 
men-7 that he dtedeth not almighty 
god: yet whan ſhall hc bꝛynge it ſo 
to paſſe / that he maye eſcape the 
ſmarte pꝛickynges oꝛ grudginges of 
his owne conſcience ? That ſhall he 
neuer do. For vohat fo cuer thynge 
he wolde ds, oꝛ vwhyther ſo euer he 
wold flee, the ſame cruet turmentis, 
ſhutte with in his bꝛeaſte / wyll nat 
leaue hym; they appere ſtyll befoꝛe 
hym/they toſſe and turmoyle hym/ 
they make gym afrayde, no? they 
ATT wi 
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wyll nat ſuffer his meate, thelyght 
ofthe daye, no noꝛ his ly fe to be ioy- 
ous to hym, ye and laſtly they make 
Nis very naturall reſt oꝛ ſlcpe vnqui- 
et to hym. Dereof very oftcn tymcs 
cometh leanes of the body:this cau- 
ſeth vggly © fierſe colitingnce-of thi: 
cometh the filthines of the eics : anc 
hereof ryſcth fcarc of eucry thynge: 
wherby they be wonte to diſcouer 
and be voꝛaye them ſelfe: the which? 
thynge is ryghte well and iuſtly 02- 
deyned of god,that moſte ryghtous 
iuge / to the intent that no man ſhuld 
commit an iuell dede / and be vtterly 
ynpunyſhcd : For ſuſpeciouſneo 15 
wont fo:thwirh to folowo foule and 
yll dedes, the whiche fy 2ſt of al doth 
greatly punyſhe the muldocr / and 
there vppon talkynges and infamy 
dothe folo woe / the vohiche vndoub- 
ted many wage foꝛ ſo great a miſ- 
chiefe / tat they adde leauer dye 
than lyue and endure them . But 
ſome 


4 64 


ſome be dꝛovoned ſo depe in ſynne / 
that they ſet naught by ſuche thyſ⸗ 
ges. Admitte it be as the common 
ſayenge is / that as moche as theyꝛ 
voyckednes is / ſo moch is they? fot - 
tune, and that no man accuſeth; thẽ', 
noꝛ no iudge medleth with them: 
yet I ſaye there ſhall be one in tyme 
to come, the whiche voyll ſoꝛe and 
rigoꝛouſly punyſſhe them. yea but 
| thoſe thynges be farre of ſay they, 
| gas though they were ſure and cer- 
teyne/to liue the ſpace of one houre, 
But admitte it be as they do ſaye, 
yet foꝛ al that euen novo vohyle they 
be alyue, they be inwoardly turmen- 
ted and punyſhed with their conſci- 
ence, the vohiche pꝛycketh ſo ſharps 
ly and ſo bytterly, that there is no 
' wycked dede canne cauſe ſo greatte 
pleaſure / that it ſhulde be boughte 
with ſuche turmentes . Who coude 
euer ſuſſicientlye deme / howe cru- 
ell the diſturbance af the bꝛeaſte is, 
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8 DE 67 
vohan the ſelfe mynde withaſharpe 
; ſeduion ſtryucthe with it ſelfe, and 
ſome partes therof inclinynge ſome 
way / is ſtriken/haled pluckedaorren 
and rent, the memoꝛie gccuſeth, rea- 
” ſon iudgeth / and conſciente punyſ- 
ſheth . Reaſon calleth one way and 
nature an other waye / and the plea- 
ſure of ſynne an other waye: wher- 
of are engendred perpetuall pꝛyc- 
kynges / perpetuall bꝛaulynges, and 
perpetuall warre. Wherfoꝛe hit is 
thought that certain doctours of the 
churche haue ſay de very well / th: 
vohiche iudged / that the Remoꝛce 
of conſcience/that accompanieth and 
gothe with the ſynners vnto hell, 
was nat the leeſt part of the puniſhe- 
mentes / that they ſuſſer there . The 
whiche thynges Juuenall right oꝛ- 
natly( as he doth euery thynge) deſ- 
cryueth as foloweth: 
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That thou ſuppoſeſt, owe thou Haſte 

ſcaped welke | 

Tse fronsfons motions of fp mynde 
inwardkp | 

By grouge of thy conſcience tgat the 
dothe appeke, 

And ſoze the accuſeth, x erneł ly dof$ defe, 

In thy ſecrete thongßtes of pꝛyup pens 
ſpneneſſe 

Scourgynge tbe with ſcour ges of hoteles 

bytterneſſe. 


/ 


CRemozſe of conſcience is of ſuche ve⸗ 
bemens 


Ho ſauage, ſo ragpnge, ſo ſowre of ex⸗ 
perience 

So doggedly gnawynge ifo fkroubfynge 
mans b2apnes 

That where ſo Remoze of conſcience re- 
maynes 

Ceditiua t$at iudge, no2 Node ag 
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the conſcyence of his yll and wyc- 
ke dedes, that by no woyt no: helpe 
of phiſitions he coude nat recouer a- 
gayne his flepe, that he had loſte: 
and lo at the laſt he dyed of the moſt 
ſylthy diſeaſc called the lowſy yuel. 
The olde and manifeſt cxample of 
Cain dothe yet re mayne. We rede 
that he beynge moued with enuie, 
ſle woe his brother, but he dyd it nat 
ſvnpuniſted . Foꝛ he was puniſhed 
forth with, and that diuerſly/but no 
way more cruelly/ noꝛ moꝛe moꝛtal- 
ly-thi of conſcience. The remoꝛce of 
_ conſcience ſoꝛ his wycked dede was 
to hym moꝛe greuous, than any o- 
ther punilſhement that god his crea 
tour toke. Oure loꝛde god rebuked 
hym yea hc rather reclaymed gym / 
to cauſe hym to take repentance and 
to confeſſe his offence ; but he the 
voꝛctched cayty ue eſtemed his ſynne 
greatter than coude be foꝛgyuen. 
God graunted hym his ly fe, but he 
wdged 


— — —— 


MVNDI. „ 
iudged hym ſelfe vnwooꝛthy to lyne. 
What a. vengeable tourmentoure 
thinke ye thus cruelly vcxed his ſto- 
make? Mhat ſvocte oꝛ pleſant thing 
ſuppoſe ye coude chance hym in his 
lyfe the vwohiche beinge ſoꝛe greued 
with hym ſclfe, and diſpeyꝛinge of 
hym ſelſe, as one all gcuy and pen- 
ſive, demynge his lyfe to hym bitter 
and ſower, he dꝛed and was aſh a- 
med to come abꝛode in the ſyght of 
folkes ? Foꝛ he wente that all other 
had bene ſuche to hym as he was 
hym ſelfe. Thus ye ſe good Joyce / 
what turmentcs, vohat defilynges / 
what grudgynges, what troubles / 
and vohat bꝛaydes a voycked and a 
ſynfull minde endureth. Now take 
hede and marke/hovoe reſtfull;hovo 
peaſible, and how pleaſant a thyng 
it is to haue a clere and a vncombꝛed 
conſcience, and foꝛ no gylte to waxe 
pale? Mhat thynge is it that canne 
diſturbe oꝛ trouble his mynde, that 
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of the pleaſure that is in ſolita⸗ 
| : ry Iy fe. The ˖ xi. Chap. 


I diſcriuynge of tranquillite oꝛ 
Lquicte, ] haue ben moꝛe bꝛefe thai 
the thynge requyꝛed, and yet therin 
IJ was moze pꝛolixe than 1 thought 
to haue ben: Now I wyll as ſhoxt- 
ly as maye be / declare oꝛ entreate of 
pleaſure, the vohiche thynge onely 
remaineth vndeclared. Vndoubted 
All ſolkes are ſo obſtinately inclined 
to pleaſure, that foꝛ no maner yuels 
they canne be feared from it, noꝛ no 
reaſon can withdrawe them from 
it? And parauenture it is nat with 
out great | kele tat Epicure ſaythe, 
moꝛtal creatures in the iugement of 
plcaſures do crre moche: but yet all 
creatures by one aſſent, ſome by one 
mene and ſome by another, ſcke fo: 
pleaſures. So that foꝛ this cauſe 
mooſt ſpecially ſecular oꝛ woꝛldely 
folkes ar wont, both to flie and oe 
N | the 
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YNDI.- 69 1 
the inſtitution of our liſe: the which ß 
they repute to behardc/trayte, gre- 
vous, peynfull and cleane without 
pleaſure. But to the ende that this 
errourſhuld nat abaſhe oꝛ make thẽ 
agaſte, I ſhallplaynly declare, that 
it is ſar otgervoyſe. Fea our lyfe is 
ſo moche without pal ure, that J 
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durſte entyce to vs all the delicate 
Sardanapals, as to a paradiſe of al 
delites and plcaſpres. Thou wylte 
obiecte and [ay : yca fayth, pleaſure 
is in monaſtartes/like as the delpþhin 


is taken in the woddes, ⁊ the wilde 
boꝛe hunted in the ſee . J aſſure the 
good Joyce, that all the maner of 
our lyfe is pleaſaunt. Thou aſkeſte 
me howe that ſhulde be and I ſhal 
ſhewe the Rowe. Epicure dcnyecth, 
thoſe thynges to be pleaſures, the 
voh iche be cauſe of greatter grefes, 
Me kepe no dꝛabbes noꝛ lyue nat in 
aduoutry: noꝛ woe feede nat, noꝛ in- 
gourge nat our ſelfe, like as the wan 
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DE CON, 
and foꝛ certayne ſo J wyll. But in 
the meane tyme J wolde they ſhuld 
weithdra dc rheir mindes from foule 
ſtynkyge and vnlefull plealures, the 
whiche they yſe with beaſtes in 
commune . J wolde they ſhulde 
forfake'theyz beaſtilyncs, and. yn- 
derſtande;that in man is ſome vohat 
moꝛe higher and moꝛe diuine/where 
vnto their delectatiõ ſhuld be rather 
applyed than vnto the bodye. For 
ſeinge that in beſtes there is nothing 
moꝛe noble than the bodyc, it is nat 
vnſkelfull, that they? ſclicite reſteth 
in fillinge of they: bealics, and in bo 
dily luſte. But the condition oꝛ ſtate 
of man is mote voorthye, than that 
he ſuld eſteme him ſelfe to be bozne 
fo: nonc other cauſe than beaſtis be. 
Fo: man is nat onely made and com 
pacte of the body, bur alſo of the 
loule 10 n bodye, ſaue onely in ſhap/ 
we defferre nothynge from beaſts: 


1 % | 
but in the ſoule we reſemble verye 
= moche 
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moche the diuine 7 eternall nature. 
The body is 3 thyng crthic, beaſtly, 
ſlowe, moꝛtal, ſyckely / caduke, vn- 
craftye, and vnnoble: Contrarye 
wyſe the ſoule is a thynge hevenly / 
diuine, immoꝛtall, perpetuall, pure / 
and noble. Therfoꝛe as moch as th 
bodye is lower and vnder the ſoule 
in dygnite / ſo moche more the plea- 
ſure of the ſoule ſhulde excelle the 
wanton and levyde luſtes of the bo⸗ 
dye. Fo: that pleaſurc/ like the ſoule 
it ſelfe is perpetual. neuer lotheſome 
pure / honeſt, dcuine / and gelthfull. 
Lontrary wiſe, the bodily pleaſures 
ar diſceiuable fone vanyſhyng, loth- 
ſomc,nioze ſower than [voce / foule, 
and decdly . But hitzs impoſſible to 
cnioy the plcaſure of the bodye and 
cf the ſoule bothe at ones. The one 
muſte nedes be foꝛgone. IR 
Tohat wolde Epicure ſay to this / if 
one aſked hym counſaylle? Foꝛ- 
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avoaye ſtom ve thoſe fpilthyeſand 
fouleihiſtes of the badgestizatithey 
letto nta net un gptey nete q wate 
aundrnaſteſ cuectent pen of the 
ſoulo gie iche Ang ( T 
hauaſaꝝ dt nataveay toidgle: bu 

* grenthy ita» wp uplcauiiess Butan 
thyopktshomtokti that Mold act, 
witizwharpleſcired:oftihe! (ule woe 

be keflite here:. N yꝛſte. noc picure 
ſoythen w Hoſt ant hoꝛite Jail nat 
pct: fg d to ante the hoeryble 
vcxa tion and grudge of anlvnclene 
toiſſcichecic ie he grtnteſt ꝓlenſure 
that candbea Forte Natixha ta lxtell 
to tei y of that hat nothyuge to 

be ſoeꝝ ſog a Harther, ianas the cou- 
templatyonoſ heuenly nud: imnioꝛ⸗ 
tall delectations / ynto the whiche 
we hope ones by: goddes grace to 
come / a thynge ob gritat pleaſure. 
Who io ſo blontc ol vnderſtandyng. 
that wan he beynge werye of this 
lyſe, dothe remembꝛe the felycytye 
celcſt yall, 
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;wyllogat wepe for vtrye 
— — ls ſoſugreued 
und oppꝛeſſed with hruyut nd ſo- 
rode / the whichewohan heirembme 
b:erhe the tyre ch cmegvdthoinat 
riſe yp3 and vearethervorye gladde; 
yea and wolde fayne be out of this 
wealde :? ohatiand-onermyaltiatte 
and ſquourtthxcforhinges?Forabbe 
itthat theirto-whomthewortds as 
yet ſauourp7canfyndewoAaudltr ot 
ſwetenetz iithens yet dntoſohi aud 
well diſpoſtd mindes there as mo- 
theynge mot ſurclyappꝛouoda And 
tough tate grrANioyhntb plc 
ſure of ir iter tha id icteturd in 
tyme to tome / dan nat de petexiuxd, 
befoze the ſoule dephrtynge our of 
this vll /fynhy rand ynvocte pꝛiſon 
of the ody beſoꝛte tther agayne, 
ſrom ver dnn: yeti ncuer the 
lefle /me ſcmethe that good dcudute 
myndes haue i ſmacke and ſome 
perceyuynge therot; und are wette 


Fe as Sit mee deau ofheritly ſho. 

wers: and of that 
neuer ſhall fayle;they ſe n it were a 
glimmering oꝛ a glance The vohich 
thynge owe great a ple aſure it is, 
it eanne nat be perſuadadvnto hym 
that is ignoꝛant aud vnexpert ther- 
of: but vnto them that be-exptric 
therin, it can natbeeſtemed noi ſpo- 
ken Rowe pleatante it is. Andr all 
though as ſaynt Bernarde:ſaythc) 
theſe delytes are but other whyle / 
and are wonte to tary but aſhoꝛ: 
ſpace: yet are they ſo great /H 

al the pleaſures of this woꝛld w]. 

layd togytheron a heapelin regard 
/of theſe they wold emo ytel worth, 
/ye andnot to be ſet by. And iſt he 
were no other rewardesy:;fov goo 
dedes to be hoped fot (vohich thing 
is farre othe rwoyſe) yet foꝛſothe hit 
wold neuer greue me / foꝛ this onely 
hyꝛe oꝛ mede to ſuffer and endute all 


maner ere and wold deme N= 
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ſo worthy, that to thentent to op- 
teyne them / J wolde nat onely diſ⸗ 
pice and ſette naughte by all other 
luſtis and delites of this wooꝛlde, but 
alſo bydde them batayle . Go to 
than / vohat mowe voc ſuppoſe and 
thynke , that the great plentie oꝛ a- 

- bundance of theſe ioyes wolde do / 
if a lytell ſmacke oꝛ a verye thynne 
lauour of them fo moche delitcth, 
ſo rccreateth , and makecth one ſo 
toyfull ? O, howe great a pleaſure: 
ſhallit be / whan that diuine lyghte 
ſhal ſhync ouer ⁊ ouer ys-the. which: 
can nat be ſene but with moſt purifi- 
ed eies:ſo that we alſo ſhal all ſhyne 

2yght: ſeinge that a lyttell glyme⸗ 
nynge 02 a glance therof, the whiche 
quickeli cometh ⁊ yaniſheth,cauſcth 
lo great pleſure ? Farthermore, that 
ſwoctenes, that the holy goſte many 
tymes ſecretely entrynge in to the 
cleane and pure myndes cauſethe, 
ho we ofte in the moſte chaſte FRE 
4 ve 


die he enbraceth and ely his 
ſpouſe, languiſpynge in his loue/and 
llamentynge as louers are woont that 
loue feruently / with mooſte gentyll 
and frendly familiarite, dothe com- 
ſoꝛte and chere her: this greatte 
ſwetenes J ſaye / wherto ſhuide 3 
remembꝛe ? Let them reherſe it tht 
haue knowolege therof . But the 
knowe hit / and that happilye / the 
which pleſed god ſhuld haue experi- 
ence . Jam ynworthyeas yet to be 
admitted to come to theſe delytes: 
oꝛ though I haue glyttelliklenderly 
taſted therof, yet J had rather tell it 
by other than by my ſelſe. And 
thoughe it be moꝛe certayne to tell it 
by my ſelfe, yet hit is moꝛe comely 
that J ſhewe it by other. I haue 
| harde ſome ſaye many tymes with 
wepynge tegres, that theſe woꝛldly 
pleſures / the which vnto foliſh bꝛag 
ging felowes ſauour ſo wel haue ſe- 
med vnto them ſo bitter ⁊ ſo ſower, 


that 


bet 
i WW ” I * 


— 
rome — them / a8 
wan the vſe of bread was founde 
_—_— egan to belothed naugt 

fo the falſe delyte b anne to 
2 them , after they 
— of the very trewe 
pleaſures. But gelas very many 
woꝛldly people of that ruſticall and 
blounte ſoꝛte ; haue taken ſuche a 
ſmacke in this ſwoyniſhe fedynge, 
that 'nothynge ſaue they2 acoꝛnes 
catiſauotir vnto them. Noꝛ they vn⸗ 
derſtundè nat what iocũdyte of lyfe 
may be/oꝛ whye they ſhnlde deſyꝛe 
to TIED here inthis worlde/ifthe a- 
Sthat is to ſay the yoluptye 

— lealureofthe belly and mouth, 
ſgulde be taken awoaye from them. 
And therfoꝛe ſo often as they ſe vs 
religious men; take ſuche — 
and payne; as they ſuppoſe they 
coulde nat endure / and yet to be 
K2 moe 
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more luſtye / moꝛe mery 


1 


better plite and lykynge than they 


be that do nothynge els but banket 


and make good chere, they mar- 
uayle out of all meaſure: Nor th 
can nat perceyue Rowe woe ſhulde 
haue any pleaſure, aſter woe haue foꝛ 
ſaken and thꝛovoen awaye from vs 
the delectationo and pleaſures ot 
the fleſge. And yet theſe mẽ ſe tender 
yonge mẽ and alſo delicate virgins, 
they ſe they2 yeres and ſhappe / and 
they remembꝛe ho we ſoſt and wan: 
tonly they were a lyttell befoꝛe che- 
riſhed and bzoughte vp: and on the 


other ſyde they leaue nat ynremems 


bred / if tn oure religyous life be any 
thynge ſharpe, greuous oꝛ peynetul/ 
as ſolytaryneſle, laboure; watche / 
faſtynge / and ſuche lyke thynges. 
They ſe that it is nat only lyfull vn- 
to theſe yonge children to leaue and 
foꝛſake this maner of lyſe / but alſo 
- with what great inſtance of they: 
| | parentes 


e and in 
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N 
ndes / they be intyce 


parentes c fre 
moniſhed, pꝛayed / and vehemently 
ſtered to foꝛſake their rely gion: But 
contraty wiſe / the moꝛe tgey be per- 
ſveaded / the moꝛe obſtinate they be. 
hei mother that wepeth d way⸗ 
lethe they com ſoꝛte ⁊ bydde to be of 
good chere; with theyꝛ eien dꝛiye. 
They ſyſter collynge them aboute 
the nexke they ſhake of and diſpice: 
And from their moſt dere playferes / 
from vohom but a lyttell befoꝛe to 
be abſente a daye, was a very harde 
thynge they be novoe righte eaſyly 
alltheyr ly fe duryng plucked away. 
Fynally they take theyꝛ leaue and 


with ſo glad chere, that no man that 
is bxythbugheche be a ſtranger, can 
fozbeare wepynge . It pleaſethe me 
here ( and J pꝛahe the be nat agre- 
ued ther with) to remembꝛe the he- 


K 3 
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byd farotpell wit ſo mery a counti 
nance; and łiſſe at tꝑeyꝛ laſt parting _ 


uye ⁊ lamentable ſoupper / whiche 
er was 
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oe was thelaſte ſoupper hut Warge⸗ 


rete the good virgyn / the whiche 
dee e ad ben myn owe 
ter, Rad wither parentes and 
krendes: J was there preſente the 
fame tymẽ / und ſo voerè mony moo 
as well as J/ the wiege the may⸗ 
den gad deſired to come thither{to 
thentent / that by oure pzocuratyon 
and helpe ſhe myghte opteyneofher 
father, that that ſhe had fruſtratly 
oꝛ in vayne deſired of hym. yi. yercs 
daye befoꝛe / that was to gyue hey 
leaue to be an nunne. Fo: ſhe had 
tan gotten her mothers good wyl, 
Aud get to tape tkertrurte ; teſs def. 
ieuineof eyther of hem / ö yd not 
chaunce of any yice Foꝛlyke as they 
were inthey? countray pottze repu- 
ed and of linage with thebeſte-euen 
othey were'th vertue t that there 
was 5 8 N 0 he _ 
oue and pꝛey ſe chem] wo iche thing 
s rathe oꝛ ſeldome- ſeeſy in — 
a r that 


aa 


bein welthe and felycite 2 But 
th Þ Sade bi 
yldren ſo, as tho they grea⸗ 8 | is 
tly loued them. Sa we beganne to . 
entreate and perſwade her father. 
Er. make many woꝛdes: 
He beynge ouercome partly. with 
ſhamefaſtenes, partlye with pyte 
ſho compaſſyon of his daughter / 
and partlye with our eggyng, gran⸗ | 
ted her requeſt. But than thou ſhul- 1 
deſt ſodainly haue ſeen there a right 1 
miſerable ſyghte. 115 ſather in | 
\colly ynge and kiſling of his daughter 8 
beganne ſo tolamente and wepe / as 11 
[thou e ſhe hald forthe with have [ill 
ben:layed in ger graue, Her mo- 
|rhertt very ſoꝛo vo 5 deed |} 
in a ſwounde Her onely brother 1 
. 59 4 05 alytteleſder 
lag wep nge out / 
en brace 6. — ſyſter, den. 
e our wepyng teares, and foꝛ 
— * ſo euer bzotherly 7 ſiſterly ite 
K 4 and 
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u and tendre loue maye doo, we pray 
vou, ſwocte ſyſter / that ye foꝛſake 


ther: all; but that the teares raunc 
from his eyen. And we alſo that 
cam to entreate foꝛ the mayde / vocrec 
ſo moued, what with the wepynge 
of other that vocre there, and with 
the lamentatyon of her father from 
whole eies the. teares ranne as he 
had ben a chyldc, began iy ke wyſe 
to wepe; the vohichethyng though | 
J ſay it / beſemed vs nat. yea und 
it almooſt repented vs; that voc had 
gone ſo ferre in the matter. Wat 
trowe ye dyd the yonge virgin this 
vohyie; the. wohiche conſyderynge 
her ſcxe oꝛ kinde, her tender age, — 
5 olte 


. 
vs nat tzus youre myſerable bo- 
ther and ſyſter / lecſt that you being |} 
but one diſtroy vs twayne Theo- 
ther ſredes weptzlome pꝛiuely, ſome] i 
openly; ſome entreated, ſome per- 
ſwaded and ſome blamed oꝛ rebu- + 
 ked,; but there was none amonge 
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ke ence Gomes ne him ſelfe If 
o· ge toke leave to depart from | 
— ſhevocd that he woas 
mohed voitꝶ tięcyꝛ wepytigithough | 
it werk nat greatly; ſayenge, what 
do ye woepynge and troublynge min 
harte? But the virgin (all though 
cl ſhewagef a greatte pietie oꝛ mexe⸗⸗- 
jenes to her father and mother ) with F 
It ger eyes dꝛye „ merye chere, and 
ſmylynge on her father, ſhe ſayde/ 
that he had no cauſe to be fo vexed 
and greuedj but he oughte rather to 
veioyce and be gladde; as he that 
adi nat loſt his daughter, but as he 
that was ſurt to firideher, the vohi- 
che ſſtulde pꝛaye to god foꝛ gym. 
— ern endeuoured her ſelfe dil | 1188 
{gently walt kyſſyng pꝛayenge, and |{I0 
Tues cxoꝛtatyõ to eaſe and appeſe | 
er mothersHeuy-harte / andother 
that woere there. But all woas in 
vayne: ſoꝛ they dꝛoue foꝛthe and 111i 
K 5 pꝛo-- if 
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olonged the upper with lghinge | 

| E wt wepynge / an com- | 
playnyng/tyil it was very late in the | 
nygkete, and except Margarete, there 
was not one merye amõge them all. 
So oſten as they ſe theſe thynges 
(foꝛ they muſt nedes ſeſuch thynges 
other vohyle) I mene theſe felowes- 
the whiche as I haue ſayde, ben all 
gyuen to bodely pleaſure, they wepe 
with the other-, they maruayle at 
the ſtoutneſſe and ſtrength of they: 
yonge myndes/yea and are aſhamed 
of their ovon ſoft delicacy. What ſup 
pole they ? Deme they theſe yeres 
theſe mery continãces/theſe bodies; 
and theſe ſtomakes / to be ſo ſoone 
enclyned yea ſo ytterly to ſet naught 
by the pleaſures of the woꝛlde , ex⸗ 
cepte they founde other „that be 
to them more lequert:-Xgolde they 
ſo obſtynately / and with ſo good 
a coꝛage take theſe labours vppon 
them, yf they dyd nat knowe very 


well 


e ſwore Ius u 

ſatite' Ge pet nel, any 1 
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ns fo nne Bernard faytge, 
they Te our croſſes: bur they ſe nat 
our-ytietions: Truely J-wolde they 
bad a better mynde ne were hit 
that they Raue a plegſure frãtyckely 
to erre oo 99 Argiuts dyd of 
wem Flgceus ſpeketpe: But 
ſeynge thats be nar re from 
. theerrou 8 yue/ J plainly 
= 92 Wold td" mat 


SEES "my wy lſhe/ 
as chis my wtitinges ſhal 
hy abt char ſo mu 


t entre into thy mind, 
— is ff that thou ſhutdeſtbe 
ſo affectioned, whanthou redeſt it / 


as J 


wan fte 


— 15 
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Than here I wolde make an ende of 
myne epiſtil: and wolde thinke that 
] neded nat to ſpend many mo wooꝛ· 
des to ꝑſwoade the. But parauẽture 
bycauſe that that I deſire, is fru- 
ſtrate oꝛ in vaine, and that mine auc- 
toꝛyte is nat ſufficient to perſwade 
the / I voyl bꝛynge forthe ſaynt Bie. 
ronime., the whiche by reaſon of 
his good and holy lyfe, was a man 
of gret grauite, and by reaſon of his 
connyng a very noble man. I pꝛay 
the tell me mooſte holy man, vohat 
doſt thou in this ſharp and comfort- 
les deſarte alone; all mooſte ded fo: 
hunger;ſolcane voith continual wat. 
chynge / and waſted awaye with ſo 
great labours, haſte thou no iocun- 
dite 02 pleaſure of thy lyfe ? ©, faith 
he while I woas in voildernes in that 
gret deſart, the which being burned 
Tparched with the geate of the ſone 
is but a very courſe and a harde har 
bozughe 


VNDI., 
bozoughe'for monkes, howe ofte 
tymesthought'J my ſelfe to be 9- 
monge the delytes and 8 in 
Rome :? And J take god to witneſſe / 
that after many awoepyng teare/and 
aſter that J had long loked vpwoard 
to heuen in cõtẽplacyon / me thought 
many tymes that J was amonge a 
great ſoꝛte of aungelles / and beynge 
gladde and ioyfull, IJ ſange thus / 


Poſt te in odorem vnguentorum tuotum 


curremus. In the ſmell of thy ſwete 
ſauours we woyll ron after the. Daſte 


thou harde good Joyce / what this 
holy man confeſſethe gere? J coude 
recyte other to voytneſſe the ſame / 


pleaſure euery good, deuoute / and 
well diſpoſed ſoule gat and cnioy- 


cellent lerned men haue an other ſpe 
cyall pleaſure/tgat is as ofte as they 
rede the enditynges of mooſte noble 

wꝛyters, 


but eyther woe muſt gyue credence to 
gym, oꝛ cls to no man: And the ſame 


cth. yet beſydes theſe tynges ex- 
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— — veldntthes them l 
ſelfe voritt thingesfovother'to rede: 
ozielles-xphay-they vcuolue iu they? ot 
ee aun ee es — have v 
tedde This kyude fůre is ſo 
variable and ſo abundante / that it 
ſhab neuer ſeme tedious oꝛ make tize 
very Port they lyſte to dꝛynſte of 
theig:ſtefountayncss thanthey re- 
ſoꝛt to vdlumes of the olde and new 
teſtament I that verite, of it ſelfe 
honeſtelytaruyd cand hyghted with d 
the freſſte garmente of eloquence / 
dothe delyte them / they renne to 
ſaynt Hicronyme/ſaynte Auguſtine, 
ſayntAinbrofey Lyptiane and ſuche 
other If — ms geloquente 
inoughe to thy mynde/ and haſte a 
luſte to here ſome chiiſten Cicero: 
take and put Lactantius Firmianus 
in thy boſome. And in caſe that tou 
canſte be contente with leſſe coſtlye 
apparayle and ſobre farezthan take 
in _ hande Thomas /Alberte-and 
che 
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| nuerſant amonge 
tyme thou arte conu 52 
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- th vietly at reſt in thy 
1 — Ir = wn Abe libertye / 
Vvoyde of oll care and trouble / dothe 
it nat feme that thou dwelleſt in a 
paradiſe of al delytes and pleaſures? 
What place can be tedidus where - 0 
greate variete is ? Vohat'thynge 
here/that is nat full of ptcaſurc te 
ÞPowegladſomely growe the fayꝛe 
tyldes and medowocs t Dow plca- 
ſantiy luſtretꝶ oꝛ ſewoeth the treſhe 
grene graſſe, depeynted with diuers 
colours of ftovwers ? In that place 
* growethethe beautyfull redde roſe/ 
there ſpꝛynge the lilies as white as 
any ſnowe / there be the bankes of 
the luſty purpul violettes/there gro- 
woeth thebrovone time that ſmelleth 
ſo ſwetelyr MNoꝛ there voantethe 
no fayꝛe woodes / with bꝛode han- 
ginge bowes and bꝛanches, that ma 
keth a ryghte delectable ſadowe / 
voherin we may defcnd vs fromthe 
e of the daye. * 
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vhat nombre of trees be there, that 
bere frute nat onely delieious in taſt, 
but (whiche is moꝛe) verye holſome- 
to cate? And verye nere there vnto: 
runneth the clere chꝛiſtalline rypucr, 
that maketh a doulce mourmour oz 
noyſe in runuynge / the whiche wa⸗ 
treth and moyſteth all to gether. 
This mooſt depe ryuer, I ſaye, the 
whiche the pꝛophet maruaylynge 
at / can nat be ouercome. Within 
theſe pleaſaũt oꝛchardes thou may⸗ 
ſte roome and woãder to and fro, yea 
J may ſaye thou mayſt wantonly 
ſpoꝛte and play the as ofte as thou 
wylte. What lyke pleſure is in your 
daunſynges in your tauernes , and 
ale houſes, ⁊ in your bathes æc hotte 
houſes ? To theſe: thynges goo 
OPCce, Jcall the zIS he that is excel 
ently lerned and ſtudyous. yea J de 
ſire the as my ſpecyall ⁊ dere frende 
to come vnto theſe pleaſures . Js 
there any thynge behynde that may 
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t tarye the in the woꝛlde, oꝛ els make 
*. * theafraidtocome to vs? Thou haſt 
well ynderſtand, how-mortall-howp 
bittet / how ſowzethelewdeluſtes| | 
. 02 falſe enticementes of the worde 
'be:the.vwohiche(, as Seneca ſaith) en- 
brace and dlyppe ys /fothende that 5 
they may ſtrangle 02 choke vs. Thou 
Haſt alſo hard, how lyttell goodnes! 
is in the woꝛldely ryches/and howe 
vnſtedfaſte and diſceyuable they be. 
And as J ſuppoſe / git is ſufficiently |, 
ſhevoed / in to vohat calamyties and 
myſeries the woꝛldely honours do 
Rheedlynge ouerthꝛowoe a man. 
Farthermoꝛe / hit hathe benne de ⸗ 
clared howe vntreatable the neceſ- 
ſitxe of Dethe is. Finally / I haue 
remembꝛed vnto the, owe full of 
peryll and dgunger this lyfe is: and 
vnto what greuous and peynefull. 
labours hit is ſubiccte. Goo nowe 
and queſten with thy ſelfc / vohether 
thou haddeſt lever ſticke ſtil in theſe 
Pucls / 
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be nat hard whatli- 
Ir quiet, yhat pleſurc/ahd 
roitis in religio? And yet 
thou fleeſt narthither 2 
nl du yer ſtaye;doſte thou yet 
take veliber3tion, doſt thou yer pꝛo⸗ 
long fortffthe tyme? Leaue tothe E- 
980 eir pores of feſhe/ that 
thou mat be ſed with mama in the 
wyldernes But thou fa yſte,hit is a 
hardc thynge to be dꝛawen a waye 
from tNeſcompanye. that a man 
mooſte dere Ot louethe, andtoouers 
come the affectyons of frendes . 
Aye good Joyce thou calleſte git a 
Bade thyng, take ede that thou be 
nat rather tender ⁊ ſoft. Beware leſt 
yonge chyldꝛen boys and maydes, 
tro Toe this matter vothe ſeme 
nothyngeharde/ cocke vp agaynſte 
the and ſaye theſe woꝛdes: Sayeſte 
that thou arte vnable to doo that, 
* I tat 
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that we can awaye witz ? Mo 
haſte thou a bearde ? Pohy arte 
thou called a ma ? hat auayle thy 
yeres of age? And vob rfoꝛe ſeruetꝶ 
thy erudityon and lerninge? Thynke | 
nat / that any thynge is moꝛe fooe o: 
ennemy to the / than ſuche frendes/ 
the whiche labour tolette 02 hyndre 
thy helthe ? The whiche frendes „if 
errour be cauſe of theyꝛ oſſence / o: 
els dote in loue / doſt thou deſyꝛe to 
doote with them t Oꝛ if by ſadde 
aduyſe, and pꝛudently pondꝛynge 

the matter, they let and hynd:e the, 
foꝛ what maner of frendes wylte 
thou deme them, whan they couete 
nat it that is beſt for the ? But thou 
ſayſt, to leade an N and 
lyue in the fleſſhe/ paſſeth mans po- 
wer. Finally vwhan a man can nat 
lyue after his ovone facyõ / but mult 
do euery thynge as an othcrſhall c0« 
maunde hym;o: els to be ledde after 
the luſt © pleaſure of an other /is ſoo - 

þ 5 ner 


3 TS Ou I» ** » 


* 


re eee Ram oO Il W eee 


? 


ner ſayd than done 
nat deny this thynge / foꝛ J am not 
ignoꝛant that mans lyfe on erthe is 


a warfare. Nut if there be any grefe 
02 difficultie in a matter / that one 


goth in a hande with , hit is wonte 
moſte cõmonly to be in the entraũce 
oꝛ begynnynge the whiche it thou 
mayſte ones ſtoutely bꝛeake oꝛ ouer- 
comeʒ thou haſte ſcaped. Hit is longe 
ago cõmonly ſayde: He hath atche- 
ued halfe his warke oꝛ buſines,that 
bath begũne aryght. But truely he 
that dothe well begynne here / dothe 
well nere make ⁊ ende. But the fyꝛſte 
entrauce abaſheth the. know ho vo 
to delyuer the of this feareſulneſſe. 
If hit greue thy minde to be plucked 


away frõ the pleaſures of the vooꝛld 


remẽbꝛe in ardely the eternall dele- 


ctacios ⁊ pleaſures . If religion ſeme 


greuous < painſull to the; haue a re- 


ſpecte to the paines euerlaſtinge. No 


reuous ynto 


punyſhment ſhuld be g 
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the / woherby thou mayſt auoide euer 
lſtyng peines: noꝛ foꝛ no plcaſure 
here to foꝛgo the celeſtiall pleſure. 
Fynally / nothyng is horde that one 
wyllyngly woyll do: Noꝛ doute nat; 
but thou ſpalte bꝛyng woellto paſſe 
what ſotuer thou goſt about /ſo that 
Chꝛyſte be helpynge thervuto oo 


¶ vowe one ought to entrt in to 
religion. Cap. xii. 


Sawee the well ere truſſe vp thy 
agge and baggage , auc ſo pꝛe- 
pare thy ſelſe redy, as though thou 
woldeſt in all Haſt flee vnta vs. But 
to the ende that thou ſſyuld eſt nat᷑ be 
to haſty wyll dꝛeſely gyue the 
warnynge befoꝛe handei leit it ſruld 
happen vnto the, as it dot he to ma- 
nyc nowoe daes; wohiche repente 
them that they wente into religion 
for this cauſe that they as it were in 
to a depe pytte, that one can nat get 
out 


1 no hop 
i | inſtitutions and oꝛders of the lyfe/ 
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1 nat ſoftly and iel . 


done / but lept in at al aduentures. 
No man is conſtrayned to Chꝛiſtis 
— but no man may returne 
go from it: foꝛ without it there is 
e of ſaluation. But in other 


vwohiche for a tyme men haue inuen⸗ 


ted / by cauſe of the greatte varietie, 


that is in memes bodyes and myn- 


my thinges- perauenture it were 

nat expedient/ſo to bynde any man / 
— itſhulde nat be lefull fo: hym to 
go backe / ſo that the — make 
mote for his ſoule helthe, that chan 
geth. But ſeing that they wil haue it 
other voyſe by whoſe arbitrement 


the woꝛldde is governed / this buſy- 


nes ſulde be taken on ande moꝛe 
circumſpectly ;-the-vohiche-thynge 
ones entred and pꝛofeſſed / can nat 
be chiged oꝛ reuoked / at his libertie⸗/ 
ME entreth therins' ¶ The mo- 
L 4 naſterics 


des /and ſo great alteration of al gu- 
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bother thynge , but certayne ſolyta- 


naſttries in olde tyme were none 


rye places of good ⁊ vertuous men: 
the whiche eyther foꝛ grefe and we- 
ryneſſe of the. voluptyes and vy- 
ces; with the whiche in thoſe daies 


the lyfe of moꝛtall creatures was | 
contamynate and defylcd : for atte 
that ſeaſon the Chꝛiſten people and 


the paynyms lyuedde myngled to 
gether : 02 els bcynge agreued with 
the cruclce of perſecution : they foꝛ- 
ſoke the cytees and tovories, and 
withdrevoc them ſelfe into moun- 
taines / voher they ledde a life angeli- 
cal. Their clotging woas pooꝛe 7 litel 
woꝛth / their fare was ſklender / ſuch 
as lightly they miſſed nat to finde in 
cuery place / wherwith they ſpente 
avoaye all they: tyme eyther in ſyn- 


ginge of holy ymmes/oꝛ in Holy re- 


dinge oꝛ in hcucly talkinges oꝛ ĩ de- 

uoute pꝛaiers, oꝛ in dedes of charite, 

woher with they refreſſhed the ſ . 
8 an 


| 
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innocent woꝛkes, with whiche they 


and nedy . Noꝛ a monke wyas none 
other thynge / than a pure Chꝛiſten 
man. Noꝛ a monaſtery was none 
other thinge, than a flocke 02 a com⸗ 
panie, whiche had conſpyꝛed 02 con- 
ſented together, tofolowe the moſte 
pure doctryne of Chꝛyſte. There 
was no ſoueraine commaundement: 
euery man with good wyl © quicke- 


ly dyd they: duetye / and they had 


thi moꝛe nede to be refrayned than 
pꝛycked foꝛwarde. Theyꝛ extreme 
punyſhement was a frendely and a 
bzotherly correction, Nowe many 
monaſteryes be in the middes of the 
vwo!ldemnot they be none other voyle 
out of the woꝛlde/thã the reynes be 
out of a mans bodye . Jn vohiche 
the diſcipline of religio dothe flou- 
ryſ in ſuch a wiſe / that thei be none 


other thinge than ſcholes of ĩpietie. 


L5 To 


8 LAS EY * 4 _— $ £729 4 j * 


and wayfarynge folkes / oꝛ elles in 


holpe and ſuccoured the indygente 


SEES d); 

To vohom the title 
ligio ſerueth ſoꝛ none other purpole, 
than that itſhuld be leful ſoꝛ them, 
without puniſſhmente,to do what 
euer they liſt. And to them to vohoſe 
pꝛudence the woꝛld ywold nat cõmyt 
their kytchyns , the buſynes of the 
churche is delyuered. And trewely 
amonge theſe thinges / wherin the 
diſcipline of religion doth flouryſhe / 
there is ſome difference. Some inſti- 
tution of the life is moꝛe meter fot 
ſome one manthan fo: ſome other. 
And therfoꝛe it bchoueth the;firſt to 
ſerche I make a pꝛofe of thy ſelſe / ⁊ 

vohã thou knoweſt vohat thou maiſt 
avoay with / than with good aduyſe 
ment, choſe an oꝛder of liuing/that is 
nat ynknowe vnto the / aceoꝛding to 


NN. 


ſaint Paules ſaing, pꝛoue althinges, 


⁊ holde the vnto that that is good. 
Many one entreth in to religion foꝛ 
none other entent, but to lyue moꝛe 
cõmodiouſſy at theyꝛ pleſure, myn- 
dynge 


and habite of re» | 


wa 


| 


| 
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| dyng more the bealy than the ſoule & 
nd ſo thoſe that very nede to lyue 
honeſtlyin the woꝛlq / ſuld hauecau 

ſed to vſe frugalitie, to haue ben dy⸗ 
lygent, and induſtrious : in mona- 
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| ſeries they gyue them ſelfe to fleutl? | 
and luxure . And thoſe that were in 

the woꝛlde very pooꝛe, and of lowe | 

degree, vnder the pꝛofe ſſion of pouer | | | 


tie they folowe the pompe,the ſump 
tuouſnes / and ſtately gray of pꝛinces | If 
| andgreatte loꝛdes. And thoſe that ' 
ſhuld haue ben contented with one 


- — 


wife T hauec ſuffred the incommodi-+ . | 

ties and grefes of Matrimony, novo 11 

frely and with good leaue / they vv - 
low in cucry kind of carnal luſt. And 1 
thoſe that afoꝛe tyme the feare ofte 
la woes and gouernours did reſtrain | | 
from doing of yuel ⁊ ſinful dedes, ass 
exempted from the iuriſdiction ofthe f 'f 
| byſſhop-Tofthe rulers of the comon 8 
' welthe, they haue g moꝛe libertie to 1 
| ſypne, So that EEE | 15 
| 0 . 
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bol poverty „ they flee pouertie: by 
A B00 .pofeſſion of chaſtite / they 
pꝛouide foꝛ they? carnal luſt, and by 
feyned profeſſion of obedience, they 
find the mean-that they vwyl be cons 
ſtrayned to obey no man. 
C. Farther moꝛe / there be other, 
vwhiche by ſome chaunce were dꝛi⸗ 
uen to this manere of lyfe : One by⸗ 
cauſe he coude rat optein the fauour 
of ſome maid,that he vehemently lo 
- ucd: an other bicauſe he was ſtriken 

with great feare inthe tyme of a tem 
peſte, of ſome ſickenes , 02 of ſome 
other perill / he mads ſuche a vowe. 
Som be dꝛawẽ to religiõ by one that 
hath ben afoꝛe ty me theyꝛ dercly be- 
loued companion. Som with ſhame 
full egginges, are as buguls d2avpcn 
in to the ditch by the noſtrils. | 
Some alſo be thruſtin to religion by | 
theyꝛ vnkynde and vngentyll paren- 
tis: oꝛ elles by theyꝛ tutours / to the 
entent to be eaſed of they: coſte and 
| charge: 


n. — 
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charge:thoſe mooſte ſpecially lay a- 
wayt to attrap ⁊ diſceyue the ſimpie 
youthe / the vohiche is verye eaſie to 
begyle. But J wolde counſayle the 
contrarye, that rude and igno2ant 
{ youth ſhuld nat be wrapped in an in 
| ſtitution / ont of voice they can nat 
be dꝛawen backe agayne. One ought 
to bga chiiſten man betymes, and a 
monke at leaſure / ho we be it he is a 
{ monkc at the full, voho ſo euer be a 
pure chꝛiſten man. Noꝛ there be nat 
a fevoe «whiche be ledde to religion 
by ſuperſtition oꝛ elles by foliſhenes, 
whiche. beinge ignoꝛant, in vohar 
thing the very religion reſteth,ſeme 
(as they think them ſclfe)gaye mon- 1Þ 
kes /if they weare a girdil oꝛ a hood. | i 


ji 
And therſoꝛe thou ſhuldeſt maruaile i 
neuer a deale, thoughe thou ſe them 7 
more lewode and wycked, after they #108 
Haue pꝛofeſſed religion, than they 1 
were before. © - © 5 4 
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¶ Thus myn owne good Joyce , 
wan 


—— . — — + a 1 
5 JE. a n = * * — 
— 5 8 3 5 tif — S 
EX © N < 2 * 1 n . 
x. 


» 4 N 7 th 
= * 1 1 


wp han thou haſt gotte the knowlege 
And vnderſtandyng/what thyng the 
rrue religiõ is/after thou haſt aſſaied 
thy wyt / thy body ty minde and 
whan thou haſt ſpiced out a kynde of 
liuinge, mete fot thy purpoſe; vohd 
thou haſt founde out a felovoſhippe / 
whiche al to gether with one aſſent; 
haue fully determined they: mindes 
to lyue after Chꝛiſte: than gette the 
thither Gut loke that thou leaue al 
couetouſnes of this woꝛld at home : 
fo2 other wile it were a thing in vain 
to foꝛſake the woꝛld/if thou ſhuldeſt 
cary the woꝛlde with the in to the 
ſame monaſtarie . Cary no maner of 
delectations of Zegyptewith the; if 
thou voylte ſpede the to the lande / 
that flo weth with mylke Thony . + 
Many thynke them ſelfe the verye 
folowers of ſaynt Antony, and of 
'Y ſaynt Paule /if they haunte no dꝛab- 
bes, noꝛ vſe no daunſynge, not voyll 
nat be dꝛonken /thoughe they with 
"API in 
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in fo2the be all to ſprincled withha-' 
tred; enuie, detraction; poiſonfulle 


woꝛdes and are pꝛovode ⁊̃ ſtately of 
conditions / fro ward, and vntreata⸗ 


ble x are louers of them ſelfe:and fe: 


their winning I aduãtage thei opẽly 
flatter gret pꝛinces: ⁊ wittyngly of a 
foꝛe caſt ſuffre the gloꝛy of Chꝛiſt to 
be obſcured ⁊ blotted out, to thende 
that they maye pꝛocure they2 ovone 
gloꝛye. Jnceſte, that is to ſay carnal 
copulation, vtterly pꝛohibited / 02 


foule polucion , is a ſklaunderous 


crime / and yet J trowe they be nat 
clere of thoſe vices: but this flattery 
paſſeth an hondred inceſtes / and the 
miſchiefe therof ſp2edeth moſt large 
ly ouer al mankynde . 

Now perauenture thou wilt ſay to 
me /thał al monaſteries diſpleſe the: 
noꝛ there can be founde no where a 


yet loke that thou ſo leaue ⁊ foꝛſake 


flocke-t2at hath with pure myndes 
conſented to lyue after Chꝛiſte. But 
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W E 2 No 
t ee thou mayſte accom- 
te ſelfe with who ſo euer be 
mmooſte innocente : and repute ty 
ęelſe to be in a monaſtery, where ſo 
ceuer thou be conuerſante amonge 
them that loue trouthe, pure chaſti- 
te, ſobꝛenes, and temperance / and 
il do bothe i in wooꝛde and dede expꝛeſſe 
1 the ſame. Noꝛ thou ſhuldeſte nat 
4 think-that there wanteth any thing 
foꝛ the to vowoe, if thou fullfyll th 
It. vo woe that thou madeſt to Liriſte at 
1 thy chꝛiſtenynge. Noꝛ thou ſhuldeſt 
nat deſy2e the habyte of the white 
frere 02 of the blacke, if thou obſeruc 
and kepe clene vndefiled, the fayꝛe 
| whyte garment, that was delyuc- 
1. red to the in baptiſme. Noꝛ be nat 
1 dyſpleſed with thy ſelfe / thoughe 
thou be nat of the flock of blacke fri- 
1 ers 02 white / ſo that thou be of the 
1 flocke of true Chꝛiſten people. Thus 
| farewel myn ovone good 2 5 , 
FINIS. 2 
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chaptres of this boke 
8 of De contemp⸗- 
tu muudi. 
Irſte the peaface of the 
=> tranſlatour to the moſt 
| noble queneLDary do⸗ 
| 4 I bwager of France. fo. 2. 
l Item an epyſtolle of 
Eraſmus Roterodamus ynto the 
reder. fo. 4. 
Thanne Eheodotike Darleme, ſhe- 
vocth the cauſe why he woꝛote to his 
neue woe. The fyꝛſt chap. fo. v. 
Of the daun * dwellyng in the 
woꝛlde. Lhe. ii. chapter. fo. 12. 
The diſpyſinge of rycheſſe. the. iii. 
chapter. fol. 16. 
That the pleaſurs of the fleſſhe'be - 
bothe moꝛtall and bytter. capit.iiii. 
fi lio. 20. 
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Zhat the holilat#'of this woꝛld · be * 


ib | (0.24, 
The neceſſite of deathe, the whiche 
ſufircth.nothyngto be durable. The. 


* — * 
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vi. chapter. fo. 28. 


That 18 WO! Ide is bothe miſcrablc 
and ſcelcrous. L he. vii. chap. fo.36. 
What felicite is in ſolytarie lyſc. the. 
vii. cap. fo. 43. 
That farre greater ly berte is in rel 
gion thanuc inthe wooꝛlde. The. 


chapter. fo. di. 


Howe thcy that lyuc o elityry lyffe 
enioyc a double quictnes. The. x. 
chapter. fo. 57 


Okthe pleaſure that is in ſolytarie 


lyfe. The. xi. ch ap. fo. 65. 
Dowe ONE-OU 71 [ro Chtre 'F 1 LO cli, 
gion. The. xu: chapter. 0,8 + 
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